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repeal them in the bill sent to the House, though 


clogged as that bill was with bad provisions which | 


made the rejection of the bill in the other House | 


certain. If the Senate will agree to such a confer- 
ence between the two Houses of Congress, as by 
my resolution I have proposed, I verily believe 
it would lead to a peaceable settlement of this 
quesuon. 


your list of these laws that are really wrong, all 


those that we can agree are wrong, and we will | 
repeal them.’’ If that proposition should be made | 
in conference, it would not be necessary for me 


to make it in a separate bill. I desire, before we 
vo home, that we shall, in some form or other, 
show ourselves willing to do justice; but I have 
small hope that the majority of the Senate will 
agree to the repeal in any shape. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, if the occa- 
sion were not a very grave one, I could find 
amusement in the dialocue between the Senators 


from Delaware [Mr. CLayron] and Louisiana, | 
They come from slave-hold- 


{[Mr. Bensamin. } 
ng States, and they agree in refusing all aid to 
us in arresting the extension of slavery in the 
national Territories. They agree, also, in de- 
claring that the prohibition of slavery, contained 
in the Missouri compromise of 1820, was uncon- 
stitutional; and they concur also in opinions 
derogator 


and Abolitionists; and 


yet, even here in 


our 


very presence, they make bargains and stipula- | 


tions as to how and when we, the aforesaid Free- 
Soilers and Abolitionists, shall debate the ques- 
tions they choose to raise in the Senate. By and 
by, I shall expect to see them dealing even in 


our votes to effect compromises between them- | 
They take these liberties with us in our | 


selves. 
very presence, on the ground that we are fanatics. 


One of them compliments me at the expense of 


my associates, by distinguishing me as a leader 
of the fanatics in the Senate. 


Sir, I shall show you and them what sort of a | 


fanatic on the subject of slavery lam. From 
this statement, you can judge the fanaticism of 


my associates. I am, with little caution, also | 


accused of treasonable opinions and sentiments. 


I will show you what sort of a traitor I am. | 


Hence you shall judge of the treason of my hon- 
ored associates. Hear the evidence, and then 
answer whether we could be convicted even of 
constructive treason in your pro-slavery courts 
of Kansas. 

The first vote I ever gave in the Senate of the 
United States was one tg place at the head of the 


Cabinet of the President of the United States the | 
honorable Senator at my right hand, [Mr. Cray- | 
TON,] the same who deprecates the reproach of | 


seeming codperation with Free-Soilers and Abo- 
litionists. 
Soilers are sometimes long-winded. 


speed, but we think we shall be found to have 
bottom. Acting on the same liberal and loyal 
principle, I afterwards cast a vote here, the effect 


of which, if it had been sustained by a majority || 
of the Senate, would have been to raise the hon- | 


orable Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] 


from the bar of New Orleans, which he so much | 


adorns, to the bench of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. That it was not successful was 
the fault, not of the Free-Soilers here, but of 
others, into whose embraces he has now cast 
himself, out of horror of those who then were 
his supporters. 

Were those votes disloyal? Youaccuse me of 
fanaticism—fanaticism on the subject of slavery. 


I put the question to you, sir, [Mr. But.er,] to 
you, ary t 


. on your word of honor, as a Senator and a gen- 

tleman, when I have given here even one sec- 
tional or partisan vote, other than on a question 
which divided, upon principle, your section and 
party from my own, and your constituents from 


A 


We could then say to the managers on || 
the part of the House: ‘* Here, gentlemen, give us | 


of the gentlemen here whom they | 
with manifest self-complacency call Free-Soilers | 


Sir, he has told us to-day that Free- | 
However | 
that may be, we are firm men — men of perse- | 
verance — we are sure-footed, we boast little of | 


Mr. Bayarp,] to you, sir, and you, | 
to every Senator from a slave State, to answer, | 
y ’ 


| 

|| the people I represent?) Whether the question 
|| involved railroads, rivers, harbors, protection on 
land or on the sea, fortifications or armed force, 
| to defend your homes, or your cities, or your 

coasts, or even the payment of expenses incurred 
| by yourselves alone against uprising Indians or 
invading foreigners, refer to your records, and 
cast Up into my teeth one solitary sectional, or 
disloyal, or fanatical vote I ever gave in the Sen- 
| ate of the United States. Nay, more, sir; remove 


utive Journal a sealed book, and show one vote 
| that I ever gave here,even when yourselves were 
| divided, against any person nominated to any 
| office, by any President of the United States, 
because he was a slaveholder, or because he 
belonged to a section of the country or to a party 
different from my own. Sir, my opinions are 
always maintained here by reason a argument; 
never by passion, prejudice, or retaliation. 
Sir, honorable Senators are silent. Standing, 
| then, upon the character for equality, for justice, 
and for loyalty, which I have built, to be a sure 
foundation for myself, I can pardon the sensibil- 
ities of those who think that they are to suffer 
contamination now by an accidental agreement 
with me upon a question of vital importance to 
the country and to the rights of man. The time, 
you see, has been, when such association was 
not offensive, because it was not useless to them. 
That time is coming round again. It will have 
come when the Government of our country shall 
once more be intrusted to an Administration which 
will protect and defend the Territories and the 
States of this Union against force and usurpation, 
let it come from what quarter it may. Wait, if 
you please, for that time, now not far distant, I 








us of disloyalty and fanaticism. 

Mr. President, there are two reasons why a 
|| Senator might speak to the question now before 
|} the Senate. First, that if possible he might by 


ion. 
exert an influence upon the opinion of the coun- 
try. Neither of these reasons serves to justify me 
|in speaking. I have already said, during the 

ate session of Congress, all that the question de- 
manded from me, with a view to effect, either 
| here or elsewhere. 


occurred, which, in the estimation of the Senate, 
and possibly of the country, require that what 
was then said shall be reconsidered. The first 
circumstance is, that the President, not content 
with the failure of the Army bill by a disagree- 
ment of the two Houses, has assumed the re- 
sponsibility of convening Congress to reconsider 
that important subject. The second is, that 
while in one quarter of the Senate there is a per- 
sistent purpose to defeat the Army bill again, 
unless the House of Representatives shall recede, 
propositions of concession and conciliation are 
offered in another quarter, while, at the same 
time, alarms of public danger are sounded in both 
| these quarters, calculated to induce the House of 
Representatives and the oe of the Senate 
to surrender the opinions to which they have 
hitherto adhered so firmly. Now, sir, for my- 
self, I have to say to the President of the United 
States, that neither his prgclamation nor his 





changed my feelings on this great subject in the 
least. The President has done nothing which 
has made or will make me take one divergent or 
even one hesitating step in the line of duty which 
I marked out for myself at the last session of 
Congress. I do not mean to say that he is a bad 
man—but I do say, upon the responsibility of a 
Senator, and as a member of Congress, the grand 
inquest of the nation, that he is an unjust and a 
tyrannical Magistrate. At the last session, I 
found him employing all his vast and almost 
boundless power and influence, as a civil Magis- 
| trate and the head of the Army, to establish not 


the injunction of secrecy which makes your Exec- | 


think, and then, if my associates and myself prove | 
faithless to our country or to the Union, accuse | 


| argument bring the Senate to adopt his own opin- | 
Second, that, failing in this, he might yet | 


But since I then spake, circumstances have | 


special message has affected my judgment or | 


j 


laws, but an armed foreign and seditious usurpa- 
tion, in the Territory of Kansas, organized for 
the purpose of subverting constitutional liberty, 
and establishing unconstitutional and despotic 
slavery there. When called to account for that 


| gross violation of duty, the President avowed 





| order, and tranquillity. 


| make the thune 


and justified that usurpation. The House of 
Representatives, unable to obtain an agreement 
from the Senate on any adequate measure to 


| overturn that usur sation, and restore constitu- 


tional freedom in the Territory of Kansas, as a 


| last resource inserted in the Army bill a provision 


which practically prohibits the President from 
employing the Army of the United States to 
enforce the tyrannical laws of that unconstitu- 
tional and despotic usurpation. The Senate re- 
fused even that small act of grace to the people 
of Kansas; so the Army bill failed. That is the 
true state of the case made up by the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, at the late session 
of Congress, and that is the true state of the case 
between the two Houses as it exists now at this 
extra session. 

Now, sir, to the case thus stated. If the laws 
of that usurpation were as just and humane as 
they are confessedly unjust and barbarous, I still, 
deeming them the edicts of a usurpation, of an 
armed usurpation, would not give the President 
men, materials of war, or money, to enforce even 
one of them. I know the value of peace, and 
I know how essential 
they are to posterity, not to say enterprise. But 
I know also the still greater value of liberty. 
When you hear me justify the despotism of the 
Czar of Russia over the oppressed Poles, or the 
treachery by which Louis Napoleon rose to a 
throne on the ruins of the Republic in France, 
on the ground that he preserves domestic peace 
among his subjects, then you may expect me to 
vote supplies of men and money to the President 
of the United States, to execute the edicts of the 
Missouri borderers in the Territory of Kansas. 

Next, sir, for the alarms which are sounded 
forth throughout the Halls of Congress. The 
President raises the key-note, by striking upon 
the fertile string of Indian depredations. ‘The 
honorable and venerable Senator from Michigan 
{Mr. Cass] chimesin. Never, in his eventful life, 
has he seen a period so ae And the 


| honorable Senator from Delaware seriously gives 


furth the prediction that the Army must be dis- 
banded, and the Union itself fall asunder. Sir, 
it is a piece of executive stage management. 
Congress is called back into the theater, the cur- 
tain rises slowly, amid the jarring discords which 
\ r of the political play-house, and 
then the air is filled with signs and ghastly 
specters. Sir, I do not doubt that honorable 
Senators are sincere. I know that sincerity is 
easier and more practicable than dissimulation, 
to all mankind. It is easier and more natural to 
me,and therefore I know it is more natural to 
others. I therefore hold (as a general truth) that 
all men are sincere and honest; and I hold him to 
be merely a fool, who esteems me to be otherwise. 
But, sir, these sincere Senators may dismiss their 
fears. They have been here now nearly nine 
months. In this Senate Chamber the atmosphere 
has become thick, unwholesome, and oppressive. 
We are lixe an animal inclosed in an exhausted 
receiver. The fresh, pure air, such as pervades the 
country, is exhausted, and we are pining, suffer- 
ing, and suffocating. No wonder that the light 
grows dim, strange and unnatural noises rumble 
in our ears, the pillars of the Capitol seem to us 
to be tottering, and the very stars of heaven ap- 
pear to be shooting from their spheres. Our im- 
agination is diseased by unwholesome confine- 
ment. That is all. 
Sir, on the fatal day, the 18th day of August, 
when at high noon this Congress adjourned, I, 


| too, went forth from the Senate Chamber, haunted 


| by specters of discord which threatened to rend 


| this country asunder, because the Army bill had 


| 


| 


|} merely unjust, unconstitutional, and tyrannical i 


failed; and these specters pursued me along the 
avenues and humbler pathway to my own quiet 
dwelling on the bank of the Potomac. Then I 
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sat down to meditate on that mighty and fearful | drama to a successful denouement. Certainly, I | the war in Florida, waged, as we know 
|| do not mean to assign to those distinguished || only two hundred or three hundred po 

| gling Indians of that peninsula, is not 
| Well, it has lasted more than ‘fifte 


ruin which I had been warned was to fall on the 
Capitol and on the country, In swift revenge of 
the failure of the —- bill. ‘The evening shades 
gathered around me, 
or signs of sorrow, fear, or sadness. The parlors 
of my neighbor on the right resounded with the 
tinkling of the guitar. Fairy-footed children were 
dancing in the halls of my neighbor on the left, 
to the merriest notes the violin could breathe 
through its mirth-moving strings. Across the 
way, the Russian Minister, always watchful of 
yortents of dissension here, worthy the notice of 
his sovereign, was entertaining a joyous company 
in his lordly halls, as undisturbed by the crash- 
ing and falling of this great Republic over his 
head, as the deaf mutes, who, onthe opposite side 
of the way, were joining with happier youths than 
themselves in the amusements of the eventide. 
And, sir, though it is strange, it is nevertheless 
true, that this condition of happy ignorance of | 
political evil or danger has continued in that 
neighborhood ever since. 
Mr. President, the state of the case is very dif- | 
ferent here in the Senate Chamber. You can 
understand the reality of this great ruin. Sen- | 
ators, you can repeat it to each other; you can 
impress each other with the truth of its exist- | 
ence. You can even produce conviction of that | 
fearful fact upon the galleries. They are filled 
with your clients. The streets around the Cap- 
itol are filled with them. ‘They perhaps will 
groan, or would, if it were respectful to do so, 
when I express a doubt whether the ruin is not 
exaggerated in your speeches. But, Senators, | 
do not let their sympathy mislead and deceive 
rou. ‘They are interested clients and depend- 


ents. They all have long arms and wide-spread- || 


ing fingers, to dip, by your gracious permission, 
into, the Treasury, but no strong shoulders to 
support and bear up the Constitution of their 
country. If you rely on their applause and their 
‘sympathies, and go down with us before the | 
people upon this issue, you may look out at the 

next session of Congress for galleries filled with 

other clients just as patriotic, but, at the same 

time, just as well satisfied that this country can 

be saved from ruin by an administration of the 

Government which will overturn the Missouri 

usurpation, and restore ‘* perfect freedom’’ to the 

people of Kansas. I know something of the 

temper of legislative galleries, and of the atmos- 

phere of executive chambers. I warn you not 

to rely too much on the purity of the one, or the 

constancy of the other. 

So this executive stage effect, then, does not 
change my resolution. What next occurs to 
affect it? A by-play is gotten up between two 
of the three parties in this House, who assume 
to act in the name of all. In a parliamentary 
sense, there are three parties here: first, the De- | 
mocracy; second, a branch of the Opposition once 
known as Whigs, (now, I fear to give offense by 
using a misnomer, and therefore do not name 
it;) and third, the Republicans, Black Repub- 
licans, or Abolitionists, as the other two parties 
happily agree in calling us who constitute the 
other, and far the largest branch of the Opposi- 
tion.. But, although there are three ine Eat 

et when it comes to a question of dividing the | 

Louse into its three constituent parts, the figure 2 
is always used as a divisor; and the Democracy 
and the aforesaid nameless band of the Opposition 
are found together, and the Republicans stand 
alone, in contrast to both. Just now, however, 
the first two stand apart, and an interlude of con- 
ciliation and pacification is enacted between their | 
representatives, the Senators from Delaware and 
Louisiana, |Mr. CLayton and Mr, Bensamin.] 
We Republicans are allowed to appear as super- 
numeraries, not in original parts of our own, but | 
just to give greater effect to the scenes. The 
Senator from Delaware presents a bill—for which 
all the Republicans are to vote, without offering 
amendments or debate—for repealing certain ob- 
noxious laws in Kansas; and the Senator from 
Louisiana presses the Democracy in the Senate 
to pass that bill. Then the House of Represent- | 
atives is to be deemed refractory, if they do not 
at once yield their proviso, and pass the Army 
bill. Thus, this pretty little interlude, like the one 
gotten up by the clowns of Athens, that is incor- | 
orated into the ‘* Midsummer Night’s Dream,”’ | 
appily moves forward the grand plot of the | 


| 


rs 


ut they brought no notes | 


| Senators the parts belonging to any of the sub- 
ordinates in the interlude. ITrecognize him from 


realm,and him from Louisiana as the sprightly 
|, and yet efficient Puck, prime minister to that 


| alas! the interlude drags. 
the action of the grand plot, nor can it proceed 
| itself. Democratic Senators, especially the stern 
and inflexible Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Ma- 
soNn,]| refuses to concur in giving the necessary 


assent of the Democratic part of the Houge to the | 


conciliation bill; and we Republican Senators 
cannot pass this bill of conciliation, even if we 
| would. The two Senators who get it up are sure 
| only to their own votes, reinforced by ours. But, 
| sir, let us suppose that they bring their interlude 
| to a happy termination. ft is a rule in courts of 
equity, in furtherance of justice, that what ought 
| to be done shall be taken to have been done. We 
will suppose that this bill of conciliation, which 
abrogates certain of the obnoxious laws of Kan- 
sas, has passed; and thereupon I am asked to 
vote for the Army bill, without the proviso of 
the House of Representatives. I cannot do it. 
The objection to itremains justas before. Your 


| in Kansas will deny that it removes any of them, 
and, above all, the usurpation of Kansas. The 
forge in which those tyrannical laws were made 
remains in full blast, to produce others as tyran- 
nical as these. Sir, there is nothing in this new 
| and ingenious device to change my purpose; and 
nothing, as I trust, to alter the fixed purpose of 
the House of Representatives. 
| Whatnext? You come back to argument. You 


|| assert that the course of the House of Represent- 


atives, in insisting upon this proviso, is uncon- 
| Sututional and revolutionary. My excellent friend 
from Massachusetts, in his very able speech, has 
given you the authority of the Federalist for the 
very power which the House of Representatives 
| is thus exercising. 
| The honorable Senator from Louisiana breathed 
on those quotations from the Federalist, and they 
disappeared. Sir, he isan ingenious and eloquent 
| advocate. When I saw this bar of iron, so rough 
and black when cold, come out from between his 
hammer and the anvil, it seemed perfectly smooth 
and sparkling. But now, when it has cooled 
again, itis justas roughand black as it was before. 
He argued that the power of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives to annex a condition toa money bill, 
was confined to the single case when the Senate 
should refuse its consent toan apportionment bill 
for raising the number of Representatives of the 
people with the advance of population. Now,a 
sumple reading of the text will convict him of 
error: 

** These considerations seem to afford ample security on 
this subject, (namely, a conflict in case of augmentation of 
the number of members of the House of Representatives,) 
and ought alone to satisfy all the doubts and views which 
have been indulged in regard to it. Admitting, however, 
that they should all be insufficient to subdue the unjust 
policy of the smaller State, or their predominant influence 
in the councils of the Senate, a constitutional and infallible 
resource still remains with the larger States, by which they 
will be able at all times to accomplish [what?] their just 
purposes.”’ 

At what time to accomplish? At all times to 
accomplish their just purposes. Not atane time, 
one particular purpose only, but at all times, all 
their just purposes. Then the House of Repre- 
sentatives may have more than one just purpose. 
If more than one just purpose can be indulged, 
then the provision is a general one, and applies 
to all such just purposes; and of the justice of 
any purpose, as well as of the necessity of resort- 
ing to the extreme remedy to accomplish it, the 
House of Representatives, as a coérdinate branch 
of the Legislature, has equal right with the Sen- 
ate to judge. I think this asufficient reply on that 
subject. 

And now, to treat more seriously than I have 
yet done the argument that the Army must and 
will be disbanded, and that the country will be 
abandoned to desolating Indian depredations. 
You will remember that this constitutes the whole, 
or nearly the whole, argument of the President’s 

| message. The picture is drawn, I suppose, from 
between the covers of the school-books of past 
generations. Senators enlarge: they tell us that 





Delaware as Oberon, the king of an imaginary | 


bill does not remove all the unconstitutional and | 
| despotic laws of Kansas. The executive courts | 


gracious but unequally-tempered sovereign. But, | 
It does not advance | 
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it is, by 

Or Strap. 
yet ended. 
bly en years; and 
if it has not yet been suppressed by the Army 
which has at all times been well supplied in 
Heaven’s name when will it end? Would i: he 
unwise to change our policy, and try to brine ;, 
to an end without an army? They tell us that 
Texas is suffering from Indian depredations: and 
yet atthis moment the State of Texas is sen, 
armed colonists to join in the subjugation of 
Kansas. They insist that Indian wars are wet 
raging in California and Oregon, although General 
Wool writes to me that the war is ended, and 
would have been brought to a close much sooner 
but for the misconduct of the civil authorities 
there; while those civil authorities are sendins 
creditors to us, with accounts amounting to four 
millions of dollars, advanced to subsist the militia 
in their successful efforts at restoring peace and 
safety in those regions. 

Thus, sir, you see that these pretenses of danger 
from the Indians are all moonshine, let in upon 
the Senate through artfully prepared crevices jy 
the walls of the executive palace. If, however 
Senators think the truth to be otherwise, and als, 
think that the mechanics at Springfield, at Har- 
per’s Ferry, and at Cold Spring, are to be dis- 
charged, and the manufacture of muskets, rifles, 
and cannon, is to be arrested, and that the coy- 
tracts with the makers of powder on the Brandy- 
wine, and with the woollen drapers of New York 
and New England for clothing, are to be broken, 
and the Army itself to be in fact disbanded, and 


ling 


| that the whole machinery of Government is to be 


suddenly stopped and brought to a dead stand, 
then I ask them this simple question: By what 
right and by what law can the President of the 
United States dismiss an officer, disband a regi- 
ment, or arrest the movement of a single whee! 
or spindle, that in obedience to law he has actually 
putin motion? He can do no such thing, sir; at 
least, not lawfully or rightly. He may in spleen 
do it wrongfully; but for that, there is a public 


; remedy. Officers, soldiers, mechanics, and man- 
| ufacturers, may rest by a determination of their 


own, if they are not paid. But do you fear any 
such stoppage as that?) Did you ever know any 
undertaking of the Government to stop at all, be- 
cause there was a failure of the appropriation bill 
for a month or two, or six, or more? No, sir, 
the Government labor will go on all the faster. 
Sir, gunpowder, lead, muskets, and rum, are pro- 
fusely scattered among the Indian tribes every 
year, by enterprising traders, who take in pay- 
ment drafts from the Indians upon annuities not 
even yet accrued. I expose myself to the com- 
plaints of merchants and Army contractors, who 
are found among my representatives, by joining 
the other House on this occasion. 1 will let you 
fully intoa knowledge of the extentto which they 
are disturbed. One house, with some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of capital, has written to 
ask my opinion whether the Army bill would 
pass; and if it should not, then whether, at the 
next session, the Government will pay interest. 
I answer now, here, that I trust the Army bill 
will not pass at this session, and that at the next 
session full appropriations for principal and in- 
terest will be made. 

And now a word in serious earnestness on the 
subject of the alarms about the Union. If there 
is lama of its dissolution, it must be discover- 
able in some quarter. There must be somewhere 
an enemy to this country and to her Constitution. 
Where is he—who is he? Who is it, where is 
the man, that proposes to scuttle this noble ark 
of the Constitution, that has rode the waves so 
gently in times of calm, so proudly in season of 
storms and tempests, and sink it into the depths 
of the sea, while he will transfer us, for safety, to 
some gay-gilded fantastical craft of his own handi- 
work? Sir, there isno such man inthis country, 
in the North or in the South, in the East or in 
the West. We are all on board together, and all 
quietly watchful of our course, and jealous indeed 
of the pilot whom we station at the helm. Sir, 
these attempted alarms about the safety of the 
Union are factitious. Congress adjourned on the 
18th of August, without passing the Army bill,” 
and yet the country and the Constitution remained 
safe; for we found them so onthe 2ist. Congress 
may adjourn to-morrow, to reassemble on the first 
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Mo nday of i teen next, and we ‘shall find the 
country and the Constitution then just as safe as 
choy are now. What will happen, will be simply 
You, the Senate, will go down before the 
' le on the Issue which you have made with 
the House of Representatives. That issue will 
be tried. If the two Houses, after hearing the 
nopular verdict, shall be unable to agree when 
ley come together at the next session in Decem- 
b r, take my word for it, they will certainly agree 

t the first session of the newly-elected Congress 
aft rwards. 

Now, sir, this is just what the Constitution 
contemplates , and what Congresses are made for. 

They y are not made to agree always. The two 
House s must agree, when they can agree in prin- 
ciple. They must differ, when the flames of 
tru ak that burn in their consciences give out lights 
of differing hues. The conflict in such cases is 
necessarily inconvenient; but it is temporary, 
and is necessary to the true ascertainment and 
establishment of truth. In such occasional con- 
flicts dwells the safety, not the danger, of the 
Republic—the safety, not the in ril, of the Union. 
On the contrary, danger to both will be found 
the most serious, and the most imminent, when 
the three main departments of the Government— 
the Senate, the House of Representatives, and 
the President—shall unite and concur in eatab- 
lishing, by force, revolution, and usurpation, sla- 
very in the Territories of the United States. 
When that shall happen, then look out for the 
safety of the States, the pillars of the Union, and 
for the liberties that dwell in that noblest of all 
edifices raised by human hands. 

Thus, sir, I have explained the reasons for my 
adherence now to my former course, without 
having repeated all the arguments which I deliv- 
ered on a former occasion, when that course was 
adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, the Senator 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] who has just 
taken his seat has made himself merry over the 
prospect of the defeat of the appropriation bill 
for the Army. I have never seen him so exult- 
ant and jubilant since he has been a member of 
this body as on the occasion of what he considers 
to be the great triumph which he hopes to achieve 
in paraly zing at least one of the departments of 
the Government. He has referred to the evils 
and the mischievous and unfortunate conse- 
quences which may result, and he has made them 
the subject of ridicule, and of laughter, and of 
mirth. I confess that I listened to him with no 
pleasure when I heard him discussing the ques- 
tion in that mood. I confess that I am not able 
to sympathize with the tone of feeling which 
makes him so exultant in the prospect of such 
consequences. 

That mischiefs must result from the defeat of the 
general appropriation bill for the Army is a fact 
to which no one fora moment can close his eyes. 
That it must have a deranging and disorganizing 
effect on all the operations of that department of 
the Government, if it does not entirely paralyze 
the 2m, is certainly true. That it must bring suf- 
fering and distress to a very large portion of the 
veople of the United States, is “admitted by all. 
rhat it must bring discredit upon this countr 
abroad, in the eyes of the whole civilized worl 
no one can question. Why, then, should this ie 
a subject of rejoicing? Sir, the history of the 
world shows that whenever an attempt has been 

made to overthrow any Government, good or 
bad, the first step has been to cripple and “destroy 
the Army. Revolutionists at al! times—men bent 
on the destruction of their Government, no mat- 
ter by what purposennimated, or what cause they 
allege to justify themselves, first aa to de- 
stroy the regular force of the country have no 
sympathy in this movement—have never admired 
thet tt which can rejoice in public mis- 
fortunes, since I read the story of Nero, who 
could make himself merry and fiddle while Rome 

was burning! 

Sir, circumstances have begun to develop them- 
selves which enable us now to see the whole 
scheme which has been plotted and arranged, and 
is now being executed. The first part of the 
scheme was to defeat the a propriations for the 
Territory of Kansas, and, if possible, to paralyze 
the civil government there. “he next was to or- 
aise a body of armed desperadoes to invade 

ansas for the purpose of getting up a civil war. ' 


and-order men there. 
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| The politic al party ‘with which the Se nator from 
New York is identified, and of which it may be 
said he is the chief, in a convention at Buffalo, 
agreed to raise $100,000a month to e mploy men, 
and supply, arm, and equip them, to invade Kan 
sas, for the purpose of making war upon the law: - 
They have had their men 
hovering on the western boundary of Iowa for 
weeks, waiting for the adjournment of Congress, 
and for the telegraphic dispatch to reach them 
announcing that the Army bill had been defeated, 
so that the war could commence. You ke pt your 
forces there, first, to control the election in Iowa 
by fraudulent and illegal votes, and then to be 
marched across the river to murder the inhabit- 
ants and burn the towns in Kansas. Your men 
were kept there for that purpose, receiving tele- 
graphic information from their leaders here, and 
the moment they were informed that the Army 
bill had been defeated, the civil war ins tantly com- 
menced in Kansas. Houses were burned, build- 
ings destroyed, a post office consumed, innocent 
inhabitants shot down in cold blood, without the 
slirhtest pretext or provocation. 

For weeks previous to that time — yes, for 
months previous —there had been peace 
and order in Kansas. There was no disturbance 
there. The people were happy in the security 
that surrounded them, and there would never 
have been another telegraphic dispatch or com- 
munication conveying the sad intelligence of 
bloodshed and murder if Lane had not been sent 
there by the Free-Soil party to get up civil war 
as a party movement. ‘The facts of the case are 
too clear to allow any man to deny them; and 
there is no one of you who does not rejoice when 
the news of anew conflagration or of anew murder 
reaches you. It is notorious to every man in 
Washington that if you see the Free-Soilers with 
their eyes glistening, and congratulating each 
other, it is whe on the y have heard of murde r, of 
robbe ry; of larceny, of house-burning in Kansas 
by their agents for politic: aleffect. ‘This is apart 
of the political campaign. I confess that itis a 
sad spectacle to behold; it is a mournful thought 


» quiet, 


| that the blood of innocent men can be shed, for 


party purposes, in pursuance of caucus arrange- 
ments, in order to control the presidential elec- 
tion; yet the fact is too glaring for any man to 
deny or doubt it. This invasion of Kansas is 
unprovoked; the murders are of the most barba- 
rous and cruel character; the Territory is being 
ravaged for the purpose of compelling citizens 
there to rall y in their defense and bring on a 
pitched battle, in order that you may show some 
of your own men as martyrs s sacrificed to free- 
dom! 

Your daily prayers and nightly invocations are 
thata battle may take place, in which some men 
from the North may be murdered, that you may 
play the part of Mark Antony over the dead 
Cesars. If a pro-slavery man is killed, it isa 
glorious triumph in your estimation. Ifa Free- 
Soiler is killed, it is so much political capital for 
the stump, and for the newspapers. Itis on such 
an issue that the Senator from Massachusetts 
challenges and dares us to go before the country. 


' Sir, it is an issue from which every feeling of my 


| heart recoils. 


The idea that blood shall be spilled 
and murders perpetrated for political effect, is 
revolting to every sentiment of humanity. Yet, 
sir, if it must be so, let us carry this issue to the 
country, and charge these crimes on the heads of 
the men in this city who get them up, and the 
party who sustains them. Sir, in m beat I be- 
lieve that every drop of blood shed in Cansas rests 


| upon the souls of the leaders of that political party 


' the preside ntial election. 


which is organizing this civil war with a view to 
If they can rejoice in 
the prospect of consummating their plan of the 
campaign, their feelings are very different from 
mine. 

What is the excuse for all of this organization 
of military force, this invasion of a peaceable 
people, this burning of houses and murdering of 


| citizens? The excuse is, that certain laws, which 


have been read to the Senate several times to-day, 
and on many previous occasions also, are cruel 
and tyrannical, inhuman and barbarous. That 


| is the only excuse which is offered for all this 


| crime. 


You say that you are not willing to allow 
the President of the United States to use the mili- 


| tary force for the enforcement of these barbarous 


| laws. 


When did he ever propose to use it for '! 


| 
that purpose ! ? 


| which nobody pretends to enforce. 


| to repeal the obnoxious laws? 








1 


When has he ever used it to en- 

force one of them? You know very well that up 
to this hour no one prosecution has ever arisen 

pt rany one of those laws of which you com- 
lain. By common 

K insas_ these 


and universal consent in 
laws remain unexecuted, and no 
mortal man has ever made a complaint to a court 
of justice, so far as I can learn, for a writ or pro- 
cess for a violation of any one of those obnox- 
ious laws. You know that they have never been 
executed. You know that the ve ry officers of 
w whom you complain in Kansas do not pretend to 
nforee them. He nee you have no vate to sup- 
5668, and I undertake to say you do not believe, 
that these particular laws are to be enforced by 
this appropriation; and, therefore, the excuse 
which you give for the defeat of the Army ap- 
propriation bill is not sustained by the facts. It 
is a mere pretext, and has no foundation in truth. 

Whenever I find a man saying to me on the 
stump that his vote against the Army bill was in 
order to prevent the President from enforce ing 
those particular obnoxious laws, I shall say to 
him that he knows that pretext is not true; that 
there is not an honest man living who does not 
know that it isa mere excuse. You know that 
the appropriation bill is not for the enforcement 
of those particular laws You have been told 
before, time and time again, that no one — 
laws has been enforced, no one of their penalties 
has been inflicted, no case of the kind has ever 
arisen; yet, when one of you rise to make a 
Spee ch to excuse the crime of stopping the wheels 
of Government and producing civil war in the 
Territory of Kansas, you cite these very laws 
‘ Whenever 
men are driven to give a false reason for their per- 
sistent action, it shows that there 1s a true reason 
which decency or patriotism does not allow them 
to avow. 

I show that the pretense in regard to these 
laws is a false reason, and the inference is that 
there is a different one which impels their action; 
and why not avow the true one, if consistent 
with honor, with duty, with patriotism j ? 
constrained to believe that, if there were no pres- 
idential election approaching, there would be 
entire quiet Mes peace in Kansas. I am con- 
strained to believe that each crime committed 
there recently, has been done by the orders of a 

olitical organization. I am constrained to be- 
fie ve that Lane is the regularly appointed agent 
and commander for that purpose, and that this is 
not to cease until after the presidential election. 
When that election is overs if the Constitution 
triumphs, as [ believe it will, there will be peace 
in Kansas; for there will be no motive for any 


political party to spend money to fit out bands of 


marauders and des 
Mr. WILSON. 
then. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Order will reign in Warsaw, 
the Senatorsays. All these cant phrases are used 
for the purpose of concealing a design. None of 


peradoes to get up civil war. 
Order will reign in Warsaw 


you will pretend that these obnoxious laws, to 


which you refer so often, have been the cause of 
the disorders and disturbances which have dc- 
curred in Kansas. 

Again: is it really true that you are anxious 
to get rid of these obnoxious laws? If it were 
true, with your organized majority in the other 
House, sufficiently numerous and well trained to 
defeat the appropriation bills and stop the wheels 
of Government, could you not have passed a bill 
You ‘have not 
dared to pass a bill to repeal them for fear the 
Senate would concur, and thus destroy your po- 
litical capital. 

Mr. WADE. The House of Representatives 
did pass a bill, and sent it here, repealing those 
very laws, and the Senate has never touched it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. What bill? 

Mr. WADE. It is called Duwnw’s bill 
commented on it before. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam much obliged to the 
Senator for calling my attention toit. He will, I 
suppose, be frank enough to withdraw a part of 
this statement. I say I did touch Dunn’s bill, 
and not very lightly. I madea ~ upon it, 
and I made a speech upon it, and I showed the 
character of that bill. Now, I will tell the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, that I showed that that bill does 
nut repeal one of those laws, unless it a by 
the general declaration of rights; but, on con- 
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trary, it recognizes the validity of the entire code 
of laws enacted by the Legislature at the Shaw- 
nee Mission. It provides thatit shall be the duty 
of the judges, the governor, the marshal, the dis- 
trict attorneys, the sheriffs, and justices of the 
wace, to remain in office, and execute those very 
eats in so many words. It will not do for the 
Senator to shake his head. 
the archives of this Government. It will remain 
a permanent record, to stare you in the face, and 
convict every man who dares to deny that the 
whole Free-Soil party in the House of Represent- 
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atives, with one exception, voted for a bill to || 


recognize the validity of these very laws. 

Mr. WADE. As the Senator Si alluded to 
that bill twice before, | wish barely to put this 
question to him: If the Republican party in the 
House, by voting for that bill, affirmed those laws, 
did not the Senator’s party, by voting against the 
bill, or acting against it, disaffirm them ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the Senator. 
We did not disaflirm them, for these reasons: 
By the organic law of the Territory, whenever 
the Legislature passed an enactment it became a 
law, with the approval of the Governor, without 
being reported to Congressatall. Noaflfirmation 
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| 
| 


|| tosend a third bill—twice, assuredly, was enough. | 


| 


The bill is a part of |) 


| 


of the laws was necessary in order to make them | 


valid. If you bring ina proposition now to affirm 
any law inany Territory—Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Oregon, or Washington—about the propriety of 
which there is no controversy, | would vote to 


lay it on the table, for the reason that no legisla- | 


tion is necessary upon the subject. 
validity by the affirmance. 
vitality to it, for it had all the sanctions of law 
before such action, Our motion was to lay this 


You give no | 
You do not impart 


bill on the table, and I voted for the motion. It | 
had no effect in the affirmance or disaflirmance | 
of the acts; but the House of Representatives, by | 


their vote on the bill prepared by themselves, | 


have declared in so many words that those laws 


are valid, and shall be enforced, with the excep- | 
affirmed that | 


tion of the criminal code. You 
slavery law, extracts of which were read by the 
Senator from Massachusetts to-day. Every Free- 
Soiler, every Frémont man in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, voted to affirm those very laws in 
regard to slavery which the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts read and condemned to-day. 

Mr. WADE. 
has changed sides with the Abolitionists; that 
they are in favor of slavery, and he opposed to 
it? Is that his position? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
question, and takes his seat, 1 will answer him. 

Mr. WADE, I put this question. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Put the question and sit 
down. 

Mr. WADE. 
House voted to continue slavery in the Territory 
of Kansas, and, therefore, you were opposed to 
theiraction. If they become pro-slavery by that, 
you become an Abolitionist, being exactly the 
opposite, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My object is not to prove 
that they become pro-slavery, or that I have be- 
come anti-slavery j 
they are not sincere when they pretend that they 
wish to defeat the Army appropriation bill be- 


cause of those laws; but that they wish it for 


blood, murder, robbery, civil war, for political 
effect, instead of the repeal of those laws; that 
they are opposed to the repeal of those laws, in 
order to make political capital out of it, at the 
same time that they condemn the laws in their 
political speeches. 

Sir, | have said that every man of that party, 


with one exception, voted to recognize the validity | 
- . . i 
of those laws; that one has published a letter in | 


which he assigns his reason for his vote. I find 
the letter in the new spapers. 


Mr. WADE. Ido not wish to interrupt the 


Senator; but he says we are opposed to the repeal | 


of these laws. I want to know how it happened 
this morning, on our endeavoring to repeal them, 
Mat every member on the other side of the House 
voted to lay the bill en the table ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS, We passed a bill to annul 
them once, and sent itto the House of Represent- 
atives, and your majority would not take it up 
and passit, We then sent the bill asecond time, 
and your majority in the House of Representa- 
tives would not take itup, It was well known 
that the reason why you would not take it up 


Is the Senator claiming that he || 


When the Senator asks his | 


You say that this side of the | 


My object is to prove that | 








| was the fear that a few of your men would join 
| us and pass the bill. It was unnecessary for us 


| It is no excuse to say that our bill contained other 


1} . r . . . . 
| matter which you did not like in connection with 


| that repealing section. If you had insuperable 
| objections to the other matter, if itinvolved your 
consciences or your judgment, you could have 
| stricken out all that you objected to, and sent us 
| the residue. You have had assurances sufficient 
, curred in by the Senate in a moment if you had 
done it; and if your folks are sincere in desiring 


|| these obnoxious laws to be repealed, you will | 


take up our bill and certainly pass the repealing 
section, whether you pass the remainder or not, 
before twelve o’clock to-morrow. Weshall now 
wait to see whether you are sincere in trying to 
| get rid of these obnoxious laws. I believe, and 
| itis painful to me to be under the necessity of 
saying that I have been forced to the conviction, 
| that you will not permit these obnoxious laws to 


presidential election. 1 believe you have a dis- 
not pass, It is the main — in your political 
platform for the pending election. 

But I said I would read an extract from a letter 
of one member of the Black-Republican party of 
the House who could not vote for your bill. He 
says: 


objectionable manner. It has many good provisions, but 
extends the fugitive slave law over Kansas and Nebraska, 
| and perpetuates slavery there until 1858, and makes all 
children born therein up to that time, of slave mothers, 
slaves. This was too much for me. 


asiave ; I will never vote to extend slavery one single foot ; 
I will never vote for the fugitive slave law, or its extension 
over any free territory. I therefore voted against Dunn’s 
bill, solitary and alone of all our party.’’ 

A Senator. Who is that? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. Lerrer,of Ohio. He 
shows in this letter that it was known and under- 
stood, at the time when every member of the 
Free-Soil party but himself voted for that bill, 
that they were voting to perpetuate slavery in 
the Territory by continuing in force laws whisk 
are so obnoxious to gentlemen now. It also ap- 


were voting On a proposition to make children 


after them, if born of slave mothers and removed 


slave law over Kansas Territory, with all its 
provisions, at the same time that the Senator 
from Massachusetts, in his speech to-day, talks 


the unfortunate fugitive. 


livered to-day. I wish him to bear in mind that 
every man of his political party in the House of 
Representatives, with one exception, did every 
act which he condemns, and is responsible for 
every consequence which he professes to lament. 
Do not misunderstand me on this point. Tam 
not complaining of the harshness or the injustice 
of the fugitive slave law. I believe it was a law 
required by the Constitution of our country, and 
I sustain it for that reason. But with what face, 
or show of justice or truth, can one of this Free- 





Soil or Black Republican party rise and condemn | 


** We passed Dunn’s bill for Kansas yesterday in a very | 


from the Territory before 1858. The letter shows, | 
too, that you all knew, when you passed that | 
bill, that you were voting to extend the fugitive | 


of the barbarity of the fugitive slave law, of its | 
| heavy and monstrous penalties in not allowing 
food and raiment and water to be furnished to | 
I will not repeat his | 
doleful speech on that branch of the subject de- | 


} 


| 
| 


| 


| to-day that your action would have been con- | 


| be swept from the statute-book until after the | 


tinct understanding that the repealing bill shall | 


I have always said, | 
and now repeat my pledges, that [ will never vote to rec- | 
ognize slavery ; I will never vote to make any human being | 


pears from this letter that they knew that they | 


hereafter born slaves for life, and their posterity | 


that fugitive law, when he knows that his whole | 
party have voted for it within the last three or | 


four weeks? 
Then, sir, we find, upon looking into this 


question, that it is clear to the mind of every im- | 


partial man, that while the Democratic Senate 
desire to get rid of those laws which violated the 
freedom of speech, and all those great and funda- 
mental principles of liberty and justice intended 
to be secured by the Constitution and the organic 


act, the Free-Soilers, for political effect, have | 


managed to perpetuate those laws on the statute- 


book in order that they may use them for political | 


effect after Congress adjourns. 


Mr.WADE. I should like to inquire how long | 


it is since the Senator became convinced that 
those laws were so obnoxious, and ought to be 


} 


| 
| 
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swept away. It is certainly since his first or 


| second report on the subject. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer that quest 
I regarded those laws to which I referred as by), 
repugnant to the Constitution and the organic ae; 
I was entirely willing to rely on the jadiciary to 
make wise decisions on that subject in the ayny). 
ment of those laws. I did not believe that a law 
infringing the freedom of the press was consis. 
ent with the organic act allowing a decision of t\y, 
slavery question by the people themselves. § 
with a long list of those I 


ion. 


aws; but I did not dey > 
it any part of my duty, nor did I deem it neces. 
sary, to wipe out those laws by legislative enge+. 
ment, for the reason that the courts would do it. 
But when it was proposed here, I was entirely 
willing to pass a declaratory act that they were 
null and void, and should not be enforced, jy 
order to bring the men who hoped to make polit. 
ica! capital out of them to the test, and show that 
you would never permit those laws to be blotted 
out. You cling to them as you would to the last 
hope of life. If they had been blotted out, you 
would have lost all your capital on the stump; 
you would have been under the necessity of re- 


| writing all your stump speeches, changing the 


| a repeal of the obnoxious laws. 
| viso preserves those laws in force as they are. 





tone of all your newspapers, and of making an 
entire new plan of campaign for the presidential 
election. 

Mr. President, I have shown that the House 
would not pass a bill to repeal the obnoxious 
laws. I have shown that they, would not take up 
and act on our bill when we did pass it. Let us 
trace this history a little further. In this very 
proviso to the Army bill they have not even there 
That very pro- 


You do not even propose to repeal them in the 
proviso. 

Now, let me see what you have done by your 
appropriation bills. You first put in a proviso 
not to allow the judges to have their salaries until 
they should dismisscertain prosecutions. If they 
dismissed the prosecutions for political offenses, 
they were to have their salaries; but when they 
got their salaries, what were they to do? Of 
course, go on and hold their courts, and try mur- 
derers, thieves, robbers, and every man guilty of 
crime. At last, you receded from your condition 
or proviso to the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill, and allowed it to become 
alaw. I will not say that the fact that it con- 
tained an appropriation for your pay and mine 
was any inducement for thus receding; but it so 
happened that the bill on which you receded from 
your provisoes, and passed, contained the appro- 
priations to pay the governor, the judges, and all 
the civil officers of the Territory. You have thus 
voted money already to carry those laws into 
effect. Your proviso to the Army bill leaves them 
in force, but says the President shall not use the 
military power to enforce them. You leave them 
in force; you make it the duty of the Governor 
of the Territory to enforce them; you leave it to 
the judges to enforce them; and by appropriating 
for their salaries, you leave them on the statute- 
book with entire vigor for them to enforce. You 


| furnish the money to do it, and you only provide 


that the President shall not use the military power 
of the Government. Now, if you intended to blot 
out those bad laws, would you have framed lan- 
guage of that kind? It is clear that it has never 
been the intention to allow these laws to be blot- 
ted out or repealed. Great skill was shown ir 
drawing the proviso to the Army bill in such a 
way as to leave the obnoxious laws in force, to be 
talked about on the stump during the campaign 
at the same time that you cripple the President 
and deprive him of the power of coming to the 
rescue of the civil authority. Hence, it is evident 
that the proviso to this Army bill is not designed 
to prevent the execution of those laws. You 
never intended it for that purpose. It was de- 
signed to cripple the Army—not to prevent the 
execution of Liao laws in Kansas, for you left 
them in force, you recognized their validity, you 
appropriated the money for the Governor to en- 
force them. You appropriated the ee to the 
judiciary for the same purposes. You did every- 
thing that could be done to aid the civil author- 
ities in enforcing them, but you would not allow 
the military power to be used. 

Iam, therefore, forced to the conclusion, that 
by framing this proviso, thus guarded, to preserve 
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t 
.o dearly, in order to use them for political effect, 


you wish to get rid of the Army in order to get || House to introduce the following resolution: 


,acivil war on account of these very laws which 
you thus leave in force. Why did you thus 
jimit the power of the Army at the same time that 
you recognized the laws as being in force, and 
authorized the Governor and judges to carry them 
‘nto effect! If the Governor and judges did not 
attempt to execute the laws, perhaps you would 
not have had any pretext for getting - civil war. 
In order to make this scheme complete, it was 
necessary to make it the duty of the civil officers 
to carry the laws into effect, and then prohibit 
the President from aiding the civil authorities, 
and then march an army of your own into the 
Territory, under your own leaders; and thus you 
getup a civil war in which blood can flow, and 
flames can rage, and the country can be laid 


ul 


waste, and you will have victims who can answer | 


as ** good enough Morgans,”’ 


the election. 


at least until after 


Mr. President, I repeat that I take no pleasure | 


in showing up a scheme of revolution so daring, 
so reckless, so treasonable in its purposes, as the 
one which I[ have noticed here to-day. Each day 
brings confirmatory news of the whole scheme— 
an attempt to destroy a Government that you can- 
notrule. It is a painful reflection that one of the 
great political parties of the country allow pas- 
sion, or prejudice, or ambition to urge them to an 
extent that would destroy the very temple of lib- 
erty in which we are assembled. I believe that 
it is a question of union or disunion, depending 


upon the protection of the Constitution of the | 


United States inviolable. [ look upon it as a 
contest. rising in importance and magnitude far 
above any other that this or | other country 
has ever witnessed, because we have a party ar- 
rayed against the Constitution on the one hand, 
and a party upholding and sustaining the Consti- 
tution and the Union of the country upon the 
other. When the question shall be submitted to 
the people, and fully understood, a rebuke will 
be administered to these revolutionists more se- 
vere, terrible, and overwhelming, than any which 
any band of desperate men who combined to 
seize and destroy the liberties of their country 
ever received. 

Mr. SEWARD and Mr. WILSON, with 
others, rose; but the floor was awarded to Mr. 
CLAY, who moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The House of Represent- 
atives have adjourned to meet to-morrow at ten 
o'clock. I move that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day, it be to meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Several Senators. Say ten o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Eleven o’clock will do. 


By that time I hope the committee of conference 


which we have already appointed, will be ready | 


to report. 
The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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hese darling laws, which you hug to your hearts | 


RETURN OF ABSENT MEMBERS. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


I ask the consent of the 


Resolved, That the Speaker of this House, by his warrant, 

| direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest, and bring to the bar 
of the House of Representatives, all absent members, 

| except such as may be absent on account of sickness of 
| themselves or family, and that he telegraph this resolution 
to each member where it can be done, and that the ex- 
penne incurred in carrying out this resolution in each case 
e charged to the member so sent for and arrested, and 
deducted, by the Sergeant-at-Arms, from his compensation. 


Mr. MACE objected. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. NICHOLS. During the last session of 
Congress the Committee on Printing were in- 
| structed to inquire into, and report to the House, 

the amount expended in printing, binding, and 
| engraving, for each of the various Departments 
| of Government for the last four years; and, also, 


as to the expediency of establishing a Govern-, 


| ment printing office. An elaborate report has 
been prepared, in response to these resolutions; 
but it was not completed in time for presentation 
I now hold in my hand the 
report of the committee upon that subject. It 
| calls for no action of the House; and I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to make the 
| report, and have it laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Do the committee report 
in favor of establishing a Government printing 
office ? 

Mr. NICHOLS. No, sir; the report is ad- 
verse, 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Well, sir, there are 
| several papers before me which I also desire to 
present, but objection has been made. 1 shall 
therefore object to the reception of the report of 
the gentleman from Ohio. 


ASSAULT ON HON. MR. GRANGER. 
Mr. NICHOLS. lam instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Printing to make the following report: 

The Joint Committee on Printing on the part of the House, 
to whom was referred to inquire into the expediency of 
printing ten thousand extra copies of the reports and evi- 
dence in the case of Simmons, for and in behalf of Gran- 
GER vs. McMULLIN, beg leave respectfully to report : 

1. That, after diligent search, the committee can find no 
such case on the Calendar of the House. 

2. That the select committee on the part of the House 
to investigate the alleged assault upon the Hon. Mr. Gran- 
| ger by the Hon. Mr. MeMuturn, have submitted to the 
| House a majority and minority report, accompanied by cer- 
tain evidence. 

3. That the cost of printing said reports and evidence 
will be four cents per copy ; and 

4. The committee report the following resolution, and 
recommend its adoption : 

Resolved, That there be printed ten thousand copies of 
the majority and minority report of the said select commit- 





tee, together with the evidence, for the use of the members | 


of the House. 


Mr. MATTESON. 
tion on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 


- LAND WARRANTS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
committees for reports. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. The standing com- 
mittees of the House having been called for 


I call for the yeas 


| in this House in favor of its 


I move to lay the resolu- |! 
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make the report which he proposes to make. It 
is not competent for a member of the House to 
make a report upon a memorial presented by 
himself. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Is it not in order for 
the Committee on Public Lands to act upon such 
a memorial? The Committee on Public Lands 
have acted upon the memorial, and have instructed 
me to make the report. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I know nothing of 
the nature of the bill; but I am opposed to legis- 
lation at this session, and therefore present the 
question of order. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. If it be the pleasure 
of the House to abstain from all \esialedion, 1 
will withdraw the report which I have just sub- 
mitted, 

The SPEAKER. The papers will be returned 
to the gentleman. The Chair has made no decis- 
ion in the matter—only a suggestion. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SAPP, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition.and papers of John 
Reamer, in order that they may be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRANCH. I wish to give notice that I 
shall object to everything but the regular order 
of business. 


AMENDMENT OF THE GRADUATION ACT. 


Mr. LINDLEY. I rise to submit a report 
from the Committee on Public Lands. It is on 
a subject in reference to which many petitions 
have been sent to Congress. Bills have been in- 
troduced, that the object of the petitioners may 
be accomplished, and they have been referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. For want of 
time they have not been acted on. There are 
hundreds of persons interested—indeed the title 
of settlers to their little farms depends on the 
passage of such a bill as the one I desire to re- 
port, They are looking forward with anxiety to 
its passage. Thereis, | believe, a large majority 
assage. There is 
not a member of this House who has not con- 
stituents who are interested in it. 

It is founded on a petition similar to the one 
read at the request of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia; but if there be no objection to the object of 
the bill, 1 hope there will be no technical objec- 
tion interposed, but that the, bill will be allowed 
to be reported, passed, and gent to the Senate. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. “The title of the bill 
has not been reported. I have not heard a word 
of the gentleman’s explanation as to its charag 


lter; and I will say that my objection is not 


founded on the merits of the bill. I object to 
going into general legislation. Therefore, I sub- 
mit the same point in reference to this that I sub- 
mitted in reference to the report made by the 


| gentleman from Alabama. 


Mr. LINDLEY. The title of the bill is as 
follows: A bill toamend an act entitled, ‘*‘ An act 


| to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
| land to actual settlers and cultivators,’’ approved 


August 4, 1854. 

Mr. LETCHER. I ask that the Clerk read 
the resolution which was adopted yesterday, in 
reference fo memorials and other business before 


| the committees of this House. 


$ 


: 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 


reports of business referred to them during the 
present session, I desire now to report back from 
the Committee on Public Lands, a petition re- 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That ail bills, resolutions, and other matters 
| referred to the standing committees of the House at the 


order was the call of committees for reports. 
DELAY IN THE DOCUMENT ROOM. 


Mr. GROW, by unanimous consent, offered 

the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
inquire into the cause of the delay in enveloping and folding 
documents in the folding room of the House, and to report 
by resolution or otherwise. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. McQUEEN. I ask the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 


Whereas it is manifest, from the state of parties in this 
House and the Senate of the United States, that no Army 
appropriation bill can be passed this session : Therefore, 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the Speaker of 
the House and the President of the Senate do adjourn 
their respective Houses of this Congress, sine die, on Thurs- 
day next, at four o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. SNEED, and others, objected. 





in the petition. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
of the petition. 

The petition was read. 
W.R. W. Cobb, on behalf of the officers and 
soldiers, and the widows of officers and soldiers, 
of the various wars since 1793, praying that land 


public lands at the rate of $1 25 per acre. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I submit that the 
Committee on Public Lands are not authorized 
to act upon that memorial. It purports to have 
been presented by a member of the House on 


behalf of a large number of the citizens of the 
country. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion, 





ferred to that committee on the 23d day of August, | 
1856, with a bill founded upon the facts set forth | 


I call for the reading | 





It is the petition of |) 


warrants may be made receivable in payment for \| 


that upon the presentation of the case as it now || 
| stands, it is not competent for the gentleman to 


first session of this Congress, upon which no reports have 


| been made, shall be returned intormally to the Clerk, and 


shall, by virtue of this resolution, stand recommitted, at the 
commencement of the next session, to said committees, 


| into whuse possession the Clerk is hereby directed to re 


store them. 


Mr. RUST. Who presented the memorial 


| which is the foundation for the pent? 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I did. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mzr. Speaker, under 
the resolution just read, 1 have returned to the 
Clerk bills which I was authorized to report. In 
my judgment it is the duty of gentlemen, under 


| that resolution, to empty their drawers of all 
| papers, and to return them to the Clerk. They are 


not now legally in their possession. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution does not re- 
fer to memorials referred at this session of Con- 
gress. The Chair understands that it has been 
the uniform practice, under similar resolutions, 
for the committees to retain the papers in their 
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possession, and to consider them as referred in- 
formally at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House, that the parties in 
the case of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
Company against the Unied States have leave to 


withdraw their papers from the files of the House, || 
in order that they may be presented to the Court | 


of Claims. 
The SPEAKER. 
souri has the floor. 


Mr. LINDLEY. Several bills were introduced 


at the last session on the same subject as the one | 


which I now desire to report. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. With the gentleman’s 


permission, I will occupy a moment in making a 
personal explanation. In remarks submitted by 
me to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the 23d of July, I made use of 
this language: 

* The table above shotvs that eighty-four of those who were 
elected as Know Nothings from the northern States, voted 
for Mr. Banks for Speaker; and the record proves that if, 
upon the last ballot, the Know Nothing members of the 
House, Messrs. Broom, Bayvarp Ciarke, CULLEN, HENRY 
Wisrer Davis, Mintwarp, and Wuirnery, who now fol 


low the fortunes of Mr. Fillmore, and who the day before | 


had voted tor Governor, Aiken, had adhered to him, he 
would have been elected.”’ 

In justice to the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Davis,] [ will state that he voted for Mr. 
AikEN neither on the day before, nor on the final 
ballot. I was mistaken as to the fact. 


AMENDMENT OF GRADUATION ACT—AGAIN. | 


Mr. LINDLEY. 
the Committee on Public Lands, a bill to amend 
an act entitled **An act to graduate and reduce 
the price of the public land to actual settlers and 
cultivators,’’ approved August 4, 1854. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. ‘The gentleman from | 
Missouri states that the bill is founded on a me- | 


morial similar to that on which the report of the 
gentleman from Alabama was founded, and I 


make the same objection in this that I did in that | 


case. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to ask if the gentle- 
man from Alabama has powers of attorney from 
the various parties in whose behalf he professes 
to act In his memorial ? 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I was delegated by 
my constituents to discharge the duties of a faith- 
ful representative, and I shall endeavor to so do. 


Mr. LINDLEY. The gentleman from Georgia | 


makes a mere technical objection. If he will 


look at the records he will find that a great many | 


petitions have been presented on the subject, and 
that there are a great number of persons inter- 
ested in the passage of this bill; and because there 
has not been time for the presentation of new 
memorials at this extra session of Congress, I 
hope that the gentleman will not press his tech- 
nical objection to deprive people of the legislation 
which they desire, and which the Committee on 
Public Lands report they are entitled to. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The gentleman is 
mistaken. ‘This is not a mere technicality. If 
the point be waived in this case, it must be inall 


others, and all our committees would go to re- |) 
|| entitled ““An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857,” as | 


Eorung: _ There are bills pending before the two 
louses in which my constituents are deeply in- 
terested, and the consideration and passage of 
which Lam confident would not consume five 
méenutes. There is one bill which passed this 
House and would, after a moment’s considera- 
tion, pass the Senate; yet I have, in obedience 
to what I believe to be my duty, resisted all gen- 
eral legislation here, and appealed to my friends 
in the other branch not to urge such Jegislation 
there. I make no objection to this bill that I am 
not urging against bills in which my own con- 
stituents are interested. I cannot waive it in this 
case and deny to my constituents what I grant to 
others. If my point is well taken, I insist on it, 
unless it be the will of the House to go to general 
legistation. Then I shall make no objection to 
the gentleman’s bill. 

Mr. LINDLEY. ThenI understand the ob- 
jection is to going into general legislation, and 
not to the maiter of the bill. 
gentleman from Alabama cannot petition for gen- 
eral legislation as wel! as anybody else ? 


The gentleman from Mis- | 


I ask leave to report from | 





Why is it that the | 


| Mr. FLAGLER. 
in order? I hope the Chair will decide the ques- 
tion of order. 

The SPEAKER. The petition purports to be 
a petition of Mr. Coss, of Alabama, a member 
of this House, and presented by him as a mem- 
ber of this House. 
passage upon the 80th page of the Manual, which 
is one of the rules of this House upon this sub- 
ject, which requires that petitions shall be pre- 
sented by a member and not by the petitioner. 
The petition in this case is presented by the pe- 
titioner. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I rise to a question 
of order, and I wish to say, in justification of my 
course and asa precedent for it, that | have, at 
least half adozen times, while the gentleman from 
Georgia was Speaker of this House, presented 
petitions in this way. 

Mr. FLAGLER. Iask if the gentleman has 
a right to present petitions in that manner? 

The SPEAKER. 
with the Manual. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, (at twenty-five 
minutes after twelve o’clock.) It is very evident 
that no business is to be done to-day, and I there- 
fore move that the House do now adjourn. 
[Cries of ** No!” ‘ No!’’} 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
be a call of the House, and upon that motion I 
demand the yeas and nays. 
|| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken and it was decided in 
the negative—yeac 86, nays 98; as follows: 
| YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
|| Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, Cad- 


| Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 


W. Cobb, Comins, Cox, 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, 


| J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, 
| Thomas L. Harris, Hickmau, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keliy, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
|| Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor, Underwood, Walker, Warner, Wells, Wheeler, 
| Whitney, Williams, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer— 86. 
i} NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
| clay, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Branch, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 


The Chair would refer to a | 


It is certainly in conflict 


I move that there | 


walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, | 


Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas | 


Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, | 


|, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Gal 
loway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, 


Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 


| Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stauton, 


Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, | 
Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, | 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pennington, Pettit, | 


| Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, | 


Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Elibu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
and Daniel B. Wright—98. 


So a call of the House was refused. 


| ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
I ask the unanimous con- | 


Mr. CHAFFEE. 


sent of the House to offer a resolution. 


The resolution was read for information, as | 


follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That so much ofan act | 


is contained between the enacting clause and the one hun- 


dred and thirty-seventh line, be stricken out, and the resi- | 


| due thereof be declared passed for the specified purposes 
therein contained, and for no other purpose or purposes 
whatsoever, to wit: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropri- | 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- | 


| propriated : 
For the support of the medical and hospital departments 
of the Army, $75,000. 


partment.at division and department headquarters, $400. 
For compensation of the clerk and messenger in the office 


|| of the commanding general, $2,000. 
Fer contingent expenses of the office of the command- | 


ing general, $300. 
For armament of fortifications, $125,000. 


horse equipments for the mounted regiments, $203,000. 


$100,000. 

For the manufacture of arms at the national armories, 
$250,000. 
| To enable Thomas H. Barlow, of Kentucky, to manufac- 


| ture one of his newly-invented rifle cannon, tor the purpose 


For contingent expenses of the adjutant general’s de- | 


For ordnance, ordnance stores and supplies, including 


For the current expenses of the ordnance service, | 
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service of the country, $3,000, to be paid to said Banow 
from time to time, as he progresses with the manufactns. 
of the same: Provided, That said cannon shall not be of 
less caliber than a twelve-pounder: And provided further 
That the said Barlow shall give good and sufficient security 
to the Secretary of War for the faithful expenditure of oe 
money hereby appropriated in the construction of said po 
non. 

For arsenals, including the purchase of sites for new 
arsenals of deposit in Texas and New Mexico, and for the 
erection of suitable magazines and other arsenal buildings 
in Texas, in California, in Washington or Oregon Terr,. 
tory, and in New Mexico, $230,157. 

For repairs and improvements, and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry armory, $38,892. 

For repairs and new machinery at Springfield arm 
Massachusetts, $38,000. 

For the completion, including water-wheels and shafting 
of the new water shops, grading grounds, and construction 
of bridge at Springfield armory, Massachusetts, $60,000, 

For surveys for military defenses, geographical explora. 
tions, and reconnoissances, for military purposes, $25,000, 

For purchase and repairs of instruments, $15,000. 

For continuing the survey of the northern and north- 
western lakes, including Lake Superior, $50,000. 

For printing charts of lake surveys, $5,000, 

For the Post Office extension, $300,000. 

For arrearages prior to July 1, 1815, payable through the 


ory, 


| office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved May |, 
| 1820, in addition to the balance undrawn in the Treasury, 


32,000. 

For pay, furnishing and maintaining with quartermaster’s 
stores and supplies, and subsistence of mounted and foot 
companies of Florida volunteers, called into the service of 


| the United States, $240,667 52, 


Mr. PHELPS. I object to the resolution. | 
object to the appropriation for the Springfield 


| armory, or for any other place, unless the Army 
| generally is provided for. Lines one hundred and 


fifty-three and one hundred and fifty-four appro- 
on a quarter of a million of dollars for the 
Springfield armory. 
CORRECTION, 
Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa 


privileged question. In the issue of the Globe 
of this morning I find that my name is omitted 
on the vote for the compensation bill. 1 voted 


| in the negative, and ask, if the same omission 
| appears upon the Journal of the House, that the 


Journal be corrected in accordance with the fact. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 

the gentlemen from Alabama that he is recorded 

upon the Journal as voting in the negative. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say, that when 
the vote was taken upon the compensation bill, I 
was confined to my room by illness. If I had 
been here I should have voted against it. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 
The SPEAKER then called the committees for 


reports; and none being presented, he announced 
that resolutions were in.order from the State of 
New York, and that the pending question was 
upon the motion to lay uponthe table the follow- 
ing resolution offered yesterday by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Wakeman:]} 


Whereas, by the passage of *‘An act to regulate the com- 
pensation of members of Congress,’’ approved August 16, 
1856, it is made the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House to deduct from the monthly payments of members 
therein provided for the amount of his compensation for 
each day that such member shall be absent from the House, 
unless such Representative shai) assign as the reason for 
such absence the sickness of himself or of some member of 
his family ; and whereas the custom heretofore practiced of 
pairing off was intended to be broken up by the passage of 
the aforementioned act: Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That after the passage of the Army appropria- 
tion bill for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
this House will not excuse any member from acting or vo- 
ting in consequence of his having paired off, and that here- 
after all notices by members of pairing off be entered in the 
Journal of ihis House, stating the names of the members 
paired off, the date, the Jength of time it is to run, and the 
reasons, if any, assigned for making such pair ; and that the 
Clerk furnish a statement of such entries to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, so as to enable that officer to make the proper de- 
ductions from the monthly compensation of such members 
so paired off, as provided for by section six of said act here- 


| tofore referred to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New York that he should modify 
his resolution so that it shall take effect from and 
after the passage of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. The 
question is upon the motion to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMut- 
Lin and WaLBRiIpGe were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 56. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
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by which the resolution was laid on the table, and 
aiso moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
~» the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT——AGAIN. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, under the call of States for 
solutions, submitted the following: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That the Speaker of 
this House, and the President of the Senate, do adjourn 
their respective Houses of this Congress sine die on Thursday 
yext at three o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. MILLSON. Is that a resolution that can 
come in under the rule providing for the call of 
the States for resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the reso- 
lution 18 1n order. 

Mr. MILLSON., It is a joint resolution in the 
nature of legislative action, and in my opinion 
does not come within the rule under which the 
centleman from New York offers it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
of the House, under this rule, to receive both 
pills and joint resolutions. 

Mr. MILLSON. That may have been the 
practice, but it is not the rule. 

’ The 59th rule was read, as follows: 

«Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the Senate shall be necessary, shall be read to the 
House, and laid on the table, on a day preceding that in 
which the same shall be moved, unless the House shall 
otherwise expressly allow.”? 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Ciineman] has remarked that it 
has been the custom to introduce bills and joint 
resolutions under the call of States for resolu- 
That is true; but it has been only to in- 
troduce bills and resolutions of which previous 
notice has been given. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That is true as regards 
bills and resolutions in the nature of legislative 
action; but it has not been customary to give 
notice of resolutions for the final adjournment 
of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. Under the 59th rule of the 
House, the Chair is of opinion that it is compe- 
tent for the gentleman from New York to submit 
his resolution, and it is competent for the House 
to direct that it be considered now. The Chair 
will therefore submit the question. Is it the 
pleasure Of the House to consider the resolution 
at this time ? 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the previous 
question. 

[he previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 


Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Braneh, Brenton, James H. Campbell, Carlile, 


On & 


re 
I 


tions. 


Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Colfax, | 


Comins, Covode, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damreil, 
Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Kelsey, King,Knapp, Knowlton, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, MeMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Mott, Murray, Parker, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringle, 
Quitman, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stephens, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Daniel B. Wright—110. 

NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, 
Bayard Clarke, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, J. Giancy 
Jones, Kelly, Knight, Knox, Lake, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Wells, Wheeler, 
Woodworth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—76. 


So the resolution was adopted 


It has been the practice | 








| 
| 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BURNETT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Exuiotr, was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. DURKEE stated that Mr. Purviance had 

aired off for the day with Mr. Kinwe tt. 

Mr. BOCOCK stated, in the same connection, 
that Mr. Kipwe tu was detained from the House 
by severe indisposition. 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated, that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called he 
should have voted “ ay.’’ 

Mr. BOWIE stated, that if he had been within 


the bar when his name was called he should have | 


voted ** no.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


| on the latter motion. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The motion was then agreed to. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO CLERKS. 
Mr. WHITNEY. I ask the consent of the 


House to introduce the following resolution: 


Joint Resolution authorizing the payment of certain clerks 
in the Third Auditor’s office an additional allowance out 
of the military contribution find. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States gf America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of ar be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
settle with and pay such clerks in the Third Auditor’s office 


of the Treasury Department as rendered additional services | 


in the department of the military contribution account of the 
war with Mexico, in the same manner and at the same rates 
of compensation which regulated his payment to the clerks 
of the War Departinent for similar services. 

Mr. ORR. I object. It is not in order to in- 
troduce the resolution under the call without pre- 
vious notice. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. MACE (at twenty minutes after one 


| o’clock) moved that the House adjourn. 


The motion was disagreed to. 
ARMY BILL. 
Mr. WHEELER. 


resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


I submit the following 


instructed to report the following bill for the support of the 


Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, and that said 
committee have leave to report at any time. 


Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman from 


| New York allow me to make a single sugges- 


tion? 


Mr. WHEELER. If the resolution is debated | 


it must go over under the rule. I decline to yield 


the floor, therefore, and demand the previous | 
| question. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 
has been before the House? 


Mr. WHEELER. 


| the Kansas proviso, and making a very slight 


change in one of the appropriations. 
Mr. STANTON. 
order if it is the same bill. 
Mr. WHEELER. It is not precisely the 
same. It is changed in one or two particulars. 
Mr. MATTESON. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 
The bill was read. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gen- 


tleman to allow me to propose additional instruc- | 


tions to the committee. I propose to add a pro- 


| viso after the first section. 


| stantially to the same effect. 


Mr. ORR. I object. 
Mr. STANTON. I insist on my point, that 
the resolution is not in order. I hold that it is 


not in order to introduce a bill substantially the |! 


Is this the same bill which | 


It is the same, leaving out | 


submit that it is not in | 


same as one already acted on by the House at | 


the present session. A bill introduced and finally 
acted on is a bar to taking up a second bill sub- 
I object to this res- 


| olution, that, in this case, not only one but two 


bills on the same subject have been defeated at 
the present called session. It is now proposed to 


introduce another of exactly alike purport. The | 


139th rule is as follows: 


“The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in 
Jefferson’s Manual, shall govern the House in all cases to 
which they are applicable, and in which they are not in- 
consistent with the standing rules and orders of the H6use, 
and joint rules of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives.”’ 


Turning to the Manual, I find these words: 
In Parliament, a question once carried cannot be ques- 
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tioned again at the same session, but must stand as the 


judgment of the House; and a bill once rejected, another 
of the same substance cannot be brought in again the same 
session. But this does not extend to prevent putting the 
same question in different stages of a bill; because every 
stage of a bill submits the whole and every part of it to the 
opinion of the House as open for amendment, either by 
insertion Or Omission, though the same amendment has 
been accepted or rejected in a former stage.”” 


Now, the only difference between the bill now 
proposed and those which have been voted down, 
is the difference of less than one thousand dollars 
in a bill embracing appropriations of twelve to 
thirteen millions of tae. I submit, then, a 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1857, having been finally acted on, that there is 
no parliamentary prece dent, no parliamentary 


| rule or law, to warrant us in instructing the Com- 


Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays || 


mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill sub- 
stantially to the same effect as the one defeated. 
The rule cannot be evaded by the slight change 
The rule was made to guard 
against surprise, and that the House might not be 
harassed by constant repetitions of the same 
question. 

The SPEAKER. But one bili for the support 
of the Army has been introduced at this session 
of Congress. 

Mr.STANTON. Two have been finally acted 
on. 

The SPEAKER. The second bill came over 
from the last session. It was not introduced at 
this session of Congress. One bill introduced at 
this session of Congress has been defeated, but 
the bill embraced by the resolution before the 


| House differs from that bill in the very material 


|, and debate. 


matter of wanting the proviso, which is the sub- 
ject-matter of contest between the two Houses. 

The language of the Manual read by the gen- 
tleman — that a bill once rejected, another of the 
same substance cannot be brought in—refers to 
the provisions of a bill, and not to bills on the 
same subject. ‘The Chair is of opinion that the 
resolution is in order, 

Mr. WHEELER. 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, if any mem- 
ber proposes to debate it, must lie over for one 
day; and the previous question will have no effect 
beyond cutting off amendments. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman will 
let me offer my amendment. 
Mr. WHEELER. I cannot. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the call 
for the previous question is seconded, what will 
be the effect ? 

The SPEAKER. It has no effect in the pres- 
ent condition of the House beyond cutting off 
amendments. If debated, the resolution must lie 
over. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WasusBuRw 
and Boyce were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 94, noes 93. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the neg- 
ative; and the previous question is not seconded. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to 
debate this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution will go 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does any gentleman pro- 
y0se to debate it? 

I do. 


Mr. WASHBURN. 
For the purpose of killing 


I call for the previous 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
the bill, of course. 
Mr. WASHBURN. No, sir; but for the pur- 


pose of getting an opportunity to offeran amend- 
ment. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Resolutions are in order 
from the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (at a quarter to two o’clock) 
moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion Was not agreed to. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I understand that 
the only ground of objection by the gentleman 
from Malne was, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity to amend the bill. I propose that, by 
unanimous consent, the bill be introduced and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be open to amendment 
Is there any objection to that ? 


I call for the reg- 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. The 
gentleman from Georgia, and his friends, ob- 
jected to having my amendment read a while 
ago. 5 

Mr. COBB. [ was in favor of having your 
amendment read. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Task unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be | 


requested to inform this House what amounts of the public 
moneys have been expended, sinee the Ist day of July last, 
for each of the purposes contemplated by the bill known as 
the Army appropriation bill, now pending under disagree- 
yient between the two Houses of Congress, and out of 
what funds or appropriations and the particular sources from 
which such amounts were derived and paid. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to debate that 
resolution, 

The SPEAKER. 
calls for information from one of the Depart- 
ments, it lies over one day. 

Mr. VAIL. I offer a resolution, which I send 


to the Cleric, and upon it I call the previous ques- | 


won. 


Mr. MATTESON. I move that the House 
adjourn; and upon that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 119; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Barclay, Henry Ben- 
nett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Buflinton, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hol- 
Joway, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Kunkel, 
Mace, Matteson, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pringle, Ritchie, Robison, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, 


Stranahan, Tappan, Trafion, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, | 


Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Wood, and Woodruff—67. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allison, Ball, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendiey 8S. Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Burnett, Cadwalatier, James H. Campbell, John 
P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, 


Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Davidson, Henry Winter || 


Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, 
‘aulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 


Evans, F 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 


‘Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Knight, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpking Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mott, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, Wins- 
low, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—119. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CLARKE, of New York, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Vavk. 


Mr. ALLISON. Will it be in order to submit 
a motion that the House take a recess until six 
o’clock, in order that we may know what action 
the Senate has taken upon the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order only by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the resolution offered by the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Vain,] which will be reported. 

The resolution was read, am is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report the following bill for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, and 
that said committee have leave to report at any time. 

The bill referred to in the resolution was the 
same bill contained in the resolution offered by 
Mr. Wuester. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask for tellers upon the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio: I rise to a ques- 
tion of order, The House has just voted upon the 
same resolution. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. There was no action upon 
it, and there is no rule which prevents there being 
two propositions pending at the same time. 

The SPEAKE » The Chair is of opinion 
that the resolution can be received. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [ would inquire if it is 
not the same paper upon which the House has 
just acted? It is the same 


fate is aes 
The SPEAKER. The Charr is of opinion that 


THE 


Inasmuch as the resolution | 








| that where a bill is postponed for a week, a month, 
| or a distant day, a similar bill can be received. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for tellers upon sec- 
onding the previous question. 

Mr. TODD. 
ported, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to remind 
the Chair and the House, that the House has this 
morning acted upon a resolution which 


Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman from 





| the Chair, I object to his proceeding. 

Mr. DODD. 
the table. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I move 
| House do now adjourn, and call for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 86, nays 99; as follows: 
| YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
|] Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
| Bliss, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Chaffee, 
| Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 
| Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 





| Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 


Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
| Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 2arker, Pelton, 
| Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, »bins, Roberts, 
|| Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
| Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Tratton, Wade, 
| Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
| B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—86. 





|| Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Join P. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
| Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, De Witt, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
| Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, 


| Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, 
| Knight, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
| Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, 


Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—99. 


So the House refused to adjourn, 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. WHITNEY stated that Mr. Broom was 





Mr. Mittwarp. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
| question of order. I submit that it is notin order 
| for the gentleman from New Jersey to submit 
precisely the resolution which has already been 
Sank and is before the House, and I submit 
further, that the resolution offered by the gentle- 





which just now went over, under the rule, to the 
Speaker’s table. I ask whether it is in order to 
take a paper from the table to offer again? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. The 
Chair understands from the gentleman from New 
| Jersey, that the resolution offered by him is the 
paper some time since presented to the House, and 


| the Chair rules the resolution out of order. 


| Tennessee does not appeal from the decision of 


|| Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, | 


| Walker, Warner, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, | 


detained from the House in consequence of ill- | 
| ness, and that he had paired off for the day with | 


man from New Jersey is precisely the paper | 


carried to the Speaker’s table. Upon that ground’ 
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it can be received under that clause of the Man- day the whole of the States and Territories 


ual—which is a rule of the House in this case— || left off on the previous day: provided, that no m 


I ask that the bill may be re- | 


I move to lay the resolution on | 


that the | 


| Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, || 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barksdale, Bell, | 
| Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, || 








Mr. VAIL. Very well; I now offer alike res- | 


olution, which is not the paper presented to the 
House. , 

Mr. WASHBURN. I raise the question of 
order, that the gentleman from New Jersey can- 

| not introduce two resolutions in the same ay. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The Chair has ruled one 
out of order, and it was not therefore received. 

The SPEAKER. The 25th rule will be re- 
ported, 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

**Reports from committees having been presented and 
disposed of, the Speaker shall call for reso!utions from the 
members of each State, and Delegates of each Territory, 

| beginming with Maine and the Territory of Wisconsin al- 
| ternately ; they shall not be debated on the very day of their 
| being presented ; nor on any day assigned by the House for 
the receipt of resolutions, unless where the House shall 
| direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table to be taken up 
| in the order in which they were presented ; and if on any 








shall not be 
ay where he 
| shall offer more than one resolution, or one seri a 

; oe 'y nes Of resoly. 
| tions, all relating to the same subject, until all the State 

and Territories shall have been called.” sig 

A message was received from the Senate b 
Mr. Dickiys, its Secretary, notifying the House’ 
that the Senate had insisted on its disacree , 
to the amendment of the House to their amend- 
ment to the bill making appropriations qor the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 
30, 1857; that they also insisted on the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and asked a committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on said bill; and that they had appointed 
Messrs. Hunter, Crittenden, and BicLer, as 
the managers of such conference upon the part 
| of the Senate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The morning hour has 
expired by this time, I imagine. I have the right 
therefore, to take the floor from the gentleman 
from New Jersey, (Mr. Vair,] and move to pro- 
ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of taking up the message just re- 
ceived from the Senate. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I apprehend that, if 
the gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, will make the 
request, there will be no objection to taking up 
the message from the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the consent 
| of the House to take up the message. 
| ‘There was no objection; and the message from 
| the Senate was taken up and read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
insist on its disagreement to the action of the 
| Senate on the Army bill, and appoint a commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it not neces- 
| Sary that the House should first recede from its 
— to its disagreement in respect to this 
| bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for the 
| House to insist on its adherence and appoint a 
committee of conference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very-well. I make my 
motion in that form, and call the previous ques- 
tion upon It. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question onbovel to be put. 

The motion was then agreed to; and the Speaker 
thereupon appointed Messrs. Campsett of Ohio, 
Streruens, and SuerMan,as such committee upon 
the part of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BOYCE. [ask the gentleman to move 
instead that the House take a recess. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

Mr. MILLSON.. I ask the consent of the 
House to take from the Speaker’s table the report 
of the Secretary of War, received the other er 
which is now lying on the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of having it referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. For the purpose of 
securing ample time to act on this bill to-morrow, 
before the time fixed for adjournment, I ask the 
consent of the House to move, that when the 
House adjourn it adjourns to meet to-morrow, at 
ten o’clock, a. m. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 

| entertained and agreed to. 

| And then, on motion of Mr. ORR, (at a quarter 
| before three o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned 
| until to-morrow, at ten o’clock, a. m. 


called, the Speaker shall begin on the next d 


ment 








I move that the House do 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, August 28, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Stepuen P. Hitt. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 


Ordered, That Lieutenant William Chandler have leave 
to withdraw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House, by Mr. Barcray, 
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assistant Clerk, announced that they had passed i any of the various proceedings required as pre- | plaints, more excitement, and greater violence. I 


the joint resolution of the Senate authorizing | 
the purchase and restoration to the British Gov- I] 
ernment of the ship Resolute, late of the British | 
Navy, without amendment. 


DELAWARE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION, 


Mr. BAYARD. I desire to ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill in regard 
to my own State, for which there is an immedi- 
ate necessity. It relates to the time of holding 
the election for Representative in Congress. In | 
the State of Delaware, we have always endeav- || 
ored, being a small State, to have our elections 
at the same time. Owing to the act of Congress | 
passed some years ag6, fixing the term of the 
presidential election on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November, our constitution 
fixed our general election for the same day, and 
it took us some years to alter that. We altered | 
it last year, So as to correspond with the day of 
the presidential election. he Legislature omit- 
ted, however, to change the time which by law 
was fixed for holding the election of member of 
Congress. The Legislature does not meet until 
January next, and, unless something be done, we 
may be placed in the position of having no rep- 
resentation of the State in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. My colleague here, as well as my 
colleague in the other House, agrees in the pro- 
priety of asking this action of Congress, as it is 
within our power. The object of the bill is to 
fix the time for holding the election of Represent- 
ative in Congress from the State of Delaware, so | 
as to correspond with the day of the general elec- | 
tion of the State, as now fixed by 1ts constitu- | 
tion. I presume no Senator will object to it. 

Mr. BROWN. If there is to be any departure 
from the agreement not to enter into legislative | 
business, I have some bilis to present myself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rem in | 
the chair.) Is there any objection to the intro- 
duction of the bill? 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not object, if nobody else || 
does. ‘ 

There being no objection, the bill to fix the time 
for holding, in the State of Delaware, the election 
of a Representative in the Congress of the United | 
States was read twice by its title, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It appoints the | 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in aveniiae 
in the present year, and the same day in every | 
second year hereafter, for holding elections in 
Delaware for a Representative in Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. On the day before _ 


terday I gave notice of my intention to introduce 
a bill, which | should have presented regularly 
yesterday, but I then vickied to friends who de- 
sired that it should be delayed. I ask leave to | 
introduce that bill now; and before doing so I 
desire to make a few remarks explanatory of the 
bill and its various provisions, and some further | 
remarks upon the general subject. I know the | 
importance and value of time, and I shall en- || 
deavor to be as brief as possible, soas not to weary | 
the Senate or consume any undue portion of its | 
time. 

Mr. President, we are holding an extraordinary | 
session of Congress, for the termination of wiadh 
we are impatient, and I should not at such a time 
propose to the Senate this bill if I were not anx- | 
iously impressed with the importance and urgency 
of the subject. We are about to adjourn, after | 
all our efforts, and leave Kansas in the same de- 
plorable condition in which we found her at our 
meeting. The Senate has not been derelict of its 
duty on this subject. During the late session of 





TS, CON 


| Kansas, and to 





Congress, we passed a bill for the admission of 
Kansas into the Union as a State. It made the 
necessary provisions promptly to carry out and 
accomplish that purpose. That bill was not ac- 
coptala to the House of Representatives, and has 
not been acted on there, or even considered. If 
the provisions which it contained for the forma- 
tion of a State constitution were unsatisfactory, 
it was in the power of that House to have made 
any change or alteration or amendment in them. 
If the qualification of voters, if the residence re- | 
quired, if the time prescribed for the election, or 





> 


paratory to the formation of a constitution, and 
on admission into the Union, were unsatisfac- 
tory, they could have been amended by the party 
which seems to have the practical majority in that 
House, oe to. be the peculiar friends of 


totally neglected to take any notice of that bill. 
“That session closed, and the extra session 

called by the President, seems to be approaching 

its close, and nothing yet has been done—nothing 


to settle the affairs of Kansas, or to stay the | 


bloody and wide-spreading course of anarchy 
which there prevails. Sir, are we to adjourn and 
leave this most important sybject without having 


|| made suitable or adequate provision, or any pro- 


vision whatever? Thatis the question. 
Something we ought unquestionably to do— 
our highest duty requires it of us. What ought 
to be done is a question of great difficulty, and 
about which opinions are much divided. have 
set down in this bill, which I propose to the con- 


| sideration of the Senate, such ascheme as I think 


will do some good, if it does not entirely accom- 
plish the object which all of us havein view—the 
pacification of Kansas. 

Mr. President, I can in a few words explain to 
the Senate the substance of this bill. It proposes, 
in the first place—and this is the iiadaeial pro- 


| vision of the bill—to abolish the Legislative As- 


sembly of Kansas, and transfer all its power of 
legislation to the Governor and judges of that 
Territory; their laws to be transmitted always as 
speedily as possible by the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory to the President of the United States, to be 


laid before Congress, to be subject to their revis- | 


ion and disapproval. This is exactly in con- 


oe to the ancient and original form of ter- 


ritorial governments. It was the government of 
Louisiana; it was the government of Illinois; it 


was the government of Indiana; it was the gov- | 


ernment of Ohio, and of Michigan. It worked 


well everywhere. There was no disturbance of | 


the public peace under it. It was a government 
satisfactory to the people. A simple community 
like that which constitutes the population of a 
Territory does not require a great deal of legis- 
lation. Its wants are few; its legislation simple. 
The body intrusted with power can have no 
motive to abuse it. They are subjected to the 
gpg supervision of this Government; and 
so far as this experiment has been made, all has 


moved on successfully and in harmony. I pro- | 


ose that we try that experiment again. We 
| forgotten or passed by, on this subject, the 
lessons of our fathers, and the lessons ol cipal: 
ence, and we are this day reaping the fruits of 
this new practice of our own. I like, when I can 
do so, always to go upon the ancient and the 


tried ways. We tread most safely when we go | 
| in that road. Super antiquas vias is a wise maxim. 
| There we stand with a firmer, a better footing | 


than we can anywhere else. 
It seems to me that the condition of Kansas 
at this time peculiarly demands such a change of 


government as I propose. We have tried again | 


and again here, and we have all felt how perplex- 
ing it was to form such a system of regulation 
and law upon the subject, as could bring about a 
free and a fair election in Kansas. Hardly any- 
body has been satisfied with any effort which has 
been made. That has been one of the great diffi- 


culties, and it is a difficulty which is insuperable | 
| in the present state of things in Kansas. A pop- | 
ular election in Kansas now is nothing but a | 
summons of people, heated and irritated against | 
each other; a summons to the election is virtu- | 


ally a summons to controversy, to strife, and it 
may be to battle. There is no such thing as a 


free and fair election now practicable m the Ter- | 
ritory of Kansas. It is not practicable. The 
nature of man—the passions which have been | 


excited and enlisted in this case, utterly forbid the 
idea of any such thing, and the attempt at another 
election would only recreate another set of charges, 
another set of complaints, of party against party, 
and only serve to increase that flame which has 
been already kindled there. There is no course 
of safety left, in my judgment, but to constitute 
a form of pees which shall avoid, for the 
present, all popular elections in Kansas. 

Other elections can only tend, in the péculiar 
circumstances of that Territory, to more com- 
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esire her admission as a State as | 
the best remedy for all her troubles. They have | 





| propose, then, to adopt the system of territorial 
government by the Governor and judges. It is 
to be a temporary one. It is adopted, as the bill 
| declares, in view of, and in contemplation of, the 
| speedy admission of Kansas into the Union as a 
State, as soon as circumstancesand her condition 
will permit Congress to make suitable provision 
for that purpose. I have a trustand a confidence 
that, in this view of this part of the subject, the 
opinions of the Senate will be in accordance with 
my own, that it is the wisest and best thing for 
the country at large, and more especially for Kan- 
sas herself. 

I have stated the substance of the first and 
second sections of my bill. The first directs the 
transfer of authority from the Governor and 
Legislative Assembly of Kansas to the Governor 
and judges, giving them just the same power with 
which the Legislature has been invested. It does 
not change that. It gives neither more nor less 

ower, but exactly the same, to the Governorand 
judges, which the Leciieatte Assembly and Gov- 
ernor now possess. The second section is only 
directory to the Secretary of the Territory to 
transmit to the Congress of the United States 
whatever laws are passed by this authority, in 
order that they may be laid before Congress for 
their disapproval, if they think proper. The 
third section is that, inasmuch as the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and the organic act of 
the Territory, have secured to the inhabitants 
certain inalienable rights, laws shall not be passed 

| to interfere with the freedom of the press, and of 
speech, &c. I will not trouble the Senate with 


reading it. It is precisely in the language of the 
eighteenth section of the bill which we passed 
and sent to the other House, and in the precise 
terms of the bill presented a few days since by 
the gentleman from California. It is a provision 
repealing, orrather denouncing , in the same terms, 
the obnoxious laws of Kansas, which have been 
so often referred to. Then comes the fourth sec- 
tion, which is: 

“ And be it further enacted, That all prosecutions and 
indictments for treason, or other offenses, merely political, 
now depending in any of the courts of Kansas, shall cease 
and be dismissed ; and all and every person who may, at the 
passage of this act, be imprisoned or held in custody under 


or in virtue of any such prosecution or indictment, shall be 
forthwith discharged therefrom.”’ 


I am conscious, sir, that this provision does 
not meet the approbation of many members of 
this body. I wish to make a few remarks ex- 
planatory of the motives which have induced me 
to present it. 

acne against the Territory of Kansas is 
simply an absurdity — in point of law it is an 
absurdity. According toany common-law notion, 
or American notion, of the crime of treason, there 
can be no such thing as treason against Kansas. 
You might as well talk about treason against a 
county in a State, as treason against Kansas. 
Treason is a crime which can be committed, 
| according to our definition of it, only against the 
sovereignty of the country. The Territory of 
Kansas has no sovereignty. It is a government 
| which, in all its branches, is subordinate. The 
sovereignty is in the people of the United States. 
There may be treason against the United States, 
but there can be none against the Territory of 
Kansas, nor can Kansas legislate what shall be 
treason against the United States. But this sec- 
tion is not confined to cases of treason —it dis- 
poses of all indictments and prosecutions for 
offenses merely political. No prosecutions for 
other crimes are affected by it. Prosecutions for 
|| murder, robbery, and all that class of crimes 
| against society are to remain, and to be pursued 
as heretofore. It is only prosecutions for treason 
and other political offenses that are to cease. 
Why is this to be done? Not only, as I think, 
|| because such offenses ought to be regarded rather 
as the vices and results of the times, than as the 
crimes of individuals, but because we are endeav- 
oring, by this bill, to obliterate all the subjects 
and causes of ill-feeling, and thereby restore a 
real amity, a real security, and a real peace, in 
Kansas. Phat is the object. These prosecutions 
are but the offspring of that state of political con- 
tention, and I may say civil warfare, which has 
existed in that Territory. If you desire to make 

eace, is it not a means common and approved 
all nations, under such circumstances, to grant 
an amnesty, and wipe out the offensive past? 
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Let peace and nents dawn upon the whole | and upon your responsibility to exercise it. The | 
om and clemency of the || territorial government is your own creation in all | 


land, through the wis 





Government, and by this dawning and new light || its parts, subject at all times to your control and 


let us take a new start, a new departure. That 
is what I desire. 

Besides, Mr. President, we shall not be wise, I 
think, if we do not mark a distinction between 
those crimes which are premeditated, and com- 
mitted in a time of tranquillity and peace, and 
those which are committed in the currents of a 
heady strife, whether it be merely te a or 
actual civil war. In nine times out of ten, polit- 
ical offenses committed under such circumstances 
are rather to be attributed to the vices of the 
time than to the vices of the individual. Thatis a 
sentiment in which I am sure all will concur. In 
times when whole countries and communities are 
heated and inflamed, when party is arrayed 
against party, and armed bands are arrayed against 
each other, and the shedding of blood serves 
rather to exasperate parties, what this man or that 
man may do, acting a part in such a contest, is 
to be attributed rather to the unfortunate day 
upon which his lot has been cast, and to the vices 
of the times, than to his own individual fault. 

I prefer, therefore, that we shall adopt this as 
one of the means of justice and pacification. I 
do not present itas any tmbecile offering to gratify 


others. No, sir; | propose it because [ think it is | 
due to ourselves, to our justice, to the paternal gov- || 


ernment which we exercise, or ought to exercise, 
over this people. I do it ina spirit of justice 
and of sound policy; and if there be lenity in it, 
surely that is no objection to any one. We are 
told that nothing becomes the crowned monarch 
like his mercy—not even his scepter itself. Is 
there anything that becomes the hich sovereign 


character of the people of the United States like | 


this free, liberal, and lenient justice? 
I have, therefore, introduced it into this bill. 

W hat, then, does this bill contain? 
a substitution of a government by the Governor 
and judges, in place of that which was established 
over Kansas by the Kansas-Nebraska act. It 
repeals, by the very same provision which the 
Senate has heretofore acquiesced in, the obnox- 
ious laws which have been passed; they are now 
to be at an end. It dismisses the prosecutions 
for treason and political offenses; they are to be 
putoutofthe way. Here isa broad road opened 
for the return of order, peace, and justice. if, by 


It contains | 


this bill, some of the guilty escape proper pun- | 


ishment, that result will be more than compen- 
sated by the good which such an act will do. 
But, if all the measures of conciliation and 
peace shall fail, what then? The last provision 
of this bill answers the question, and contains 
the finalremedy, by authorizing the President to 
employ the Army and military forces of the United 
States for the utter suppression of all violence, 


and the reéstablishment of law and justice in the | 


Territory. 

It is contended by some that Congress have no 
power to repeal the laws passed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, and no power to order prosecu- 
tions in the courts to be dismissed. I am aston- 
ished to hear such an objection made. Sir, the 
Constitution confers upon the Congress of the 


United States; the government of the Territories. || 


It is all in Congress, and so perfectly in us that 
we may substitute this body, or that body, or 
another body, at our pleasure, to exercise it under 
us and for us. 
but this sort of substitution of agency, to exer- 
cise the government which is in us? Sir, the 
governmentof Kansas has no independentauthor- 
ity. It derives no authority either to legislate 
or to judge, under the Constitution of the United 
States. Its legislative power, and its judicial 
power, m their enurety, are derived from the 
Congress of the United States. By the breath of 
Congress they exist; and you have full power 
and control over its legislative and judicial tribu- 
nals. You may change the jurisdiction of its 
courts and repeal its laws at your pleasure. Gen- 
tlemen argue as though Congress, by creating a 


territorial government, had divested itself entirely | 


of all authority and all ee: No suc 


thing. You cannot divest yourse 
authority. 


and you can as soon assume an authority which | 


the Constitution did not give you, as you can 
throw aside an authority it did give ae 
are bound to take the authority which it gives, 


What is a territorial government || 


sovereign power. 

Sut if all the pacific overtures and means which | 
this bill contains shall fail to reéstablish justice | 
and peace within the borders of Kansas, what | 
then, sir? 1 am for the most energetic means of 
repression. I desire the Government to act meg- | 
cifully and mildly; but when these means fail, let | 
it not sink into imbecility and contempt. When 
it is neéessary to appeal to force to maintain the | 
laws and the domination of the United States, I | 


; am for using that force energetically, and making 


| this sharp remedy the sharpest; and the sharper 


it is, the shorter an@ more effectual it will be. | 
For the very reason that I would first exhaust 
all peaceful means, when they fail, I would ex- 
haust the most forcible and powerful means. I 


| would take the Army, and if there be those so 


refractory to this Government as to reject all its 
overtures, and still persist in violating its laws, | 


| let them be treated as criminals and malefactors; 


| and let the sword of the country decide the ques- | 


The 


tion between the United States and them. 


| fifth section of this bill, therefore, provides that 


the President of the United States shall have 


| authority to employ any part of the Army which | 
| he may think proper in the Territory of Kansas. 


I will read the instances in which he is author- | 
ized to employ it: | 
“The President of the United States is hereby author- 


| ized, whenever in his judgment it may become necessary 


I think not. || 


or proper, to employ any part of the military force of the 
United States, when it may become necessary to maintain 
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(he no doubt had the celebrated trial of Hastinos 
in his mind,) he arraigned the President of th» 
United States before this body, as was Hastings 
before the House of Lords; and not content with 
being the accuser himself, brought, with all her 
blood-stained garments, Kansas, as witness and ; 
accuser against him; and the gentleman was tho 


| prosecutor. That scene cannot be so soon for- 


gotten—that scene, rendered so memorable by 
the abilities and talents of the gentleman, cannot 
so soon have passed from the minds of the Senate 

Then, as far as I could judge, there was none of 
this gayness. The scene was too solemn. Ha 


| was the advocate of tranapled-down, oppressed 
. ’ 


and blood-stained provinces. He looked with 
terror and apprehension to that scene. He jp. 


| vited aid and assistance for the reprehension of 
| those evils, and the punishment of those offenders 


whom he charged with bringing them about. 
Now, he tells us he has no concern. I confess 
I have apprehensions on the subject—they may 


| be unfounded; I wish they may prove so in the 


result; but I have apprehensions, and I am sure 
I do not stand alone in entertaining them. 
Mr. President, the state of things in Kansas js 


| bad enough to excite the apprehensions of those 


who look with the concern with which, I think, 


| we ought to look on everything that may affect 


the ot of our country, much less the 
stability of its laws and its Constitution. So far 
from being able to look at any surrounding cir- 
cumstances as alleviating these fears and appre- 


| hensions, it seems to me that the times are ful] of 


the authority of the United States, and of their laws in the || 


Territory of Kansas, to repel or suppress armed aggressions 
from without or within, to suppress or drive out any band | 
or bands of armed men who appear in the Territory, to the | 
terror of its inhabitants and the disturbance of its peace. 


And it shall be the duty of the President to use the Army or || 
military force to preserve the peace of said Territory, sup- | 


press insurrection, repel invasion, and protect the persons 
and property therein.”’ 

I have endeavored, as far as I could, to concur 
with the proviso affixed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives tothe Army appropriation bill. How- | 
ever, when they come to provide that the same 
protection shall be extended over all the national 
highways, believing that there is no authority to 


| do that, and that to attempt it would be an in- 


fraction of the Constitution, I use in place of it 
this language: 

** And it shall be his further duty to endeavor, by what- 
ever constitutional means he may possess, to secure to all 
the people of the United States who may choose to go to 


| said Territory, and especially those who may desire to go 
there for the honest and peaceable purpose of obtaining a 





lives elves of that || 
The Constitution has given it to you, || 


You || 


settlement and a home, their undoubted right of ingress and 
egress to and from said Territory, free from any unlawful | 
searches, seizures, or molestations whatever.’’ 
Those who will not consent to be orderly and 
peaceable and submissive citizens under the fiést | 
provisions of this bill, are subjected to the armed 
compulsion which we give the President of the 
United States the power to enforce. That is the 
explanation of my bill. A few general remarks 
now, and I shall have done with the subject. 
Mr. President, this subject, from the first, has 
pressed itself upon my mind as one of the most 
vital consequence, and deserving in the highest | 
degree our earnest attention and action. We | 
have done nothing heretofore. The Senate, how- | 


ever, has not been inattentive to its duties. It || 


has passed bills which it thought competent to 
the purpose. They have not been acceptable to 
the other House, and that House has not taken 
them up, considered them, or acted on them. } 
Can we adjourn while no remedy is provided 
for the existing evils? I believe there are many 
wise men in this country, whose apprehensions | 
have been excited for the tranquillity of the coun- | 
try, if not for the stability of the Union; but the 
Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has rid 
himself of all those apprehensions, and is pre- 
pared to g° gaily home before the people on these | 
issues. Sir, it seems to me that the honorable 
Senato? has recovered a good deal of his spirits | 
since the earlier part of the late session. If I | 
have any correct remembrance of the speech 


rehensions, full of anxiety, full of concern. | 
Now he has none. He mocks at the fears of 
those who profess to entertain them, and has be- | 
come a joker of jokes on the subject. 

This is a strange change of position. 


| must all remember the speech which he made, | 


signs and omens foreboding still greater evils; 
foreboding, not the restoration of peace by the 
action of society itself in Kansas, but forebod- 


| ing an increase and spread of evil everywhere. 


What are some of those signs? Sir, do we not 
hear of the muster of men, of the levying of aids 


| in every form and shape, North and South? [| 


| all. 


am not sectional in my feelings on this subject at 
I consider myself, with you and my asso- 
ciates here, the common rulers of a common coun- 


| try—of allthese people. I will take no sides about 


|; Sons. 


it. I will do justice in all respects as far as I am 
capable of doing it, and without respect to per- 
Do we not hear of preparations all around 
for feeding this little civil war in Kansas, sus- 
taining it with money, supplying the parties there 
with arms, and furnishing men to carry iton? Is 
not that a sign of bad omen? And is not the same 
feeling which originated this coéperation in dis- 


| tant parts, now as actively, and more actively at 


| and what is her part here? 





We || 


work than ever? and will it not continue to be 
more active than ever? Asthe flames spread, the 
heat is more intense; the conflagration is more 
destructive the greater the volume of its flame 
becomes. This ought, at least, to warn us and 
put us upon our guard. 

Is there not another sign? This Kansas ques- 
tion, in all its parts, is to be brought into the 
oresidential election. We know that. It is to 
G made to furnish excitement that is to be urged 
to the uttermost through every part of this ex- 
tended country. I have nothing disrespectful or 
unkind to say of the candidate representing the 
poe that endeavors to employ this excitement. 

speak only of political facts and parties as they 
exist—of the course and action and tendency of 
parties. Is it not known to every one who hears 
me—is there one so uncandid as to deny it—that 
these troubles in Kansas are to form the great 
elements in that excitement which is expected to 
carry Mr. Frémont into the Presidency? We all 
know it. And poor Kansas! what is her destiny, 
She must remain a 
scene of blood; and more, in their bloody wind- 
ing sheets, in the virgin soi] of Kansas, must be 
victims, in order to propitiate fortunes in favor 
of a particular party election in the United States. 
You must have victims from Kansas. You must 
have emissaries to announce ‘those victims; you 
must have witnesses, or you must at least have 
telegraphs, to establish their truth throughout 
the land; and stump speeches—or, if I may say 


' so, long senatorial speeches, cut up into half a 
which he first made here, he was then full of ap- || Ti 


dozen little ones, would serve the purpose of 
many a little cross-road gathering, and many a 


| stump—to rouse the people to madness and to 


mutiny. 

Sir, this is the temper existing in the country 
at this time, and it tends greatly to increase ap- 
prehension, that while this policy is pursued 
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srely for the purpose of carrying an election, it || be made to strike do 


y collaterally have the fatal effect of stirring 
“vil war in the land. That once done in 


nv 


oches and delusions and excitementand tragic 
‘1.3 which are told, one single spark may light 


, the whole atmosphere, and it may spread | 


.rough this broad land, Itseemsto me there is 
: ; round to apprehend all this. 
‘ad my wish has been, without offense, without 
- word of reproach, to treat all things exactly 


cas, with the air all made inflammable by the | 


i 


| not be reclaimed by justice and by mercy. 


| 


.ording to their nature and their natural and | 


tical tendencies, and bring this danger face to 


‘ee with you in all its broad extent, and have | 
shese angry lineaments ofa civil warfare presented | 


before you, that you might be moved to take all 
necessary and all the possible courses for the 
nurpose of preventing it. 


[ think we ought not to adjourn until we have | 


dopte d some measure that we consider efficient. 
| want to settle it here. I do not want Congress, 
and all its members, to go to their respective 
mes to try issues before the people. I see 
what they are to result in. They are to result, 
necessarily, in such speeches as must increase 
alienation of one portion of this country from 
nother—must* break up that brotherhood, and 
nion, and affection, which once existed, and 
which I desire to see restored. I want to prevent 
ll that by settling the issue quietly here, and by 
rislative means which are adapted to the end, 
ther than have it settled by furious and fiery 
vective, calculated to alienate section from sec- 
tion, and divide our country, if carried home to 
people. It is our duty to the country to extin- 
euish, at once, this spark of civil war; and, in my 
idgment, we shall not be guiltless if we go home 
without doing it. This state of things cannot last 
ir, The excitement which now exists; the 

‘ling of alienation and of animosity which pre- 
vails—all produced by artificial means—will be 
overcome by the sober judgment of the people, if 
you give them time. There is a moment of fanat- 
icism, anda moment of delusion; but that moment 
may be fatal, unless we guard against its exten- 
It cannot last. It 1s too uncongenial to the 
feelings of the people of the United States; too 
uncongenial to their patriotism; too uncongenial 
to that kindred kindness which binds us together 
from one end of this mighty Union to the other. 
It will pass away, and be succeeded by nobler, 
higher, and better thoughts and action. That 
North, which has acted so distinguished a part in 
the history of this country, will turn aside from 
the hallucinations which possess it to-day; and 
with a finger steadfast as her own north star, she 
will point us, as of old she used to do, in the way 
of the Constitution and of the laws and of the 
Union. 

Sir, think you that old Massachusetts can long 
remain the victim of such delusions and fanati- 
cism as have to a great extent possessed her for 
atime? No, sir; I do not believe it. Her name 
will reascend and brighten in the skies. She will 
recollect her Websters, her Everetts, her Davises, 
and her Winthrops, who in my time have graced 
ind honored her by sitting as members of this 
body, whose voices were never raised except in 
the cause of patriotism, the cause of the Union, 
and the cause of law. She cannot remain in her 
present condition. Her hallucinations and all 
that belongs to them, or that has sprung from 
them, will pass away like a shadow, and she will 
be herself again. 

I believe all this. I have an abiding faith in 
the destiny of my country and an abiding faith in 
the intelligence, honesty, and patriotism of her 
people. But for the present, I am apprehensive 
of the consequences that may result from the state 
of things in Kansas, unless a healing and remedial 
hand is applied by the Congress of the United 
States. It is with a view humbly of making my 
poor offering towards the accomplishment of this 
object, that I have been tempted to present you 
with this bill, very imperfect no doubt, much less 
Suited to the occasion than other gentlemen might 
be capable of presenting; but from me ae mite 
was due, and I endeavored to render it. I wish 
first to bind up, as far as I can, and staunch every 
wound that has been given in this civil contest in 
Kansas. I wish to prevent the repetition of it. 
All peaceful means failing, the power and the 
right of the people of the United States must be 
sustained and upheld, and their strong hand must 


SION. 


My duty is, || 
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wn every offender who can- 
No 
other alternative is left; and therefore, in this last 
section I have proposed to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to use the whole Armv 
for this purpose; so that whoever shall go into 
that Territory with arms in his hands, to the terror 
and fright of peaceable people, shall be repressed 
and put down by the President, with his bayo- 
nets and his lines, and be driven out of the T'er- 


| ritory if necessary; for none shall be so bold there 
'as to disregard the sovereignty of the people of 


the United States, the sovereign of us all, a sov- 
ereign entitled to our respect, our awful respect, 
and our obedience to its laws. ~ 

If we are worthy to be a Congress to represent 
such a people as the people of the United States, 
we shall know how to vindicate their authority, 
and maintain theirdominion. This bill proposes 
that, all peaceable means failing, forcible ones 
shall succeed; and, as I would use in the frst 
instance all the most peaceable means to accom- 
plish the end, so, in the last alternative, I would 
use the most forcible means to accomplish the 
object, and extinguish at once, and tread out, the 
lawless civil war which is attempted to be raised 
there. 

I have said, in a desultory and imperfect 
manner, what I designed to say on this subject. 
I shall not trouble the Senate further. Iam very 
thankful for the attention with which what I have 
said has been received, however little it may be 
worthy of the Senate. I desire now to ask that 
the bill be received and printed, and for the pres- 
ent laid on the table for the consideration of the 
Senate. 

Leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
466) to alter and amend the act of Congress enti- 
tled ** An act to organize the Territories of Ne- 
braska and Kansas,’’ approved May 30, 1854; 
and it was read the first time, passed to a second 
reading, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Barciay, Assistant Clerk, announced 


| independent measure. As 


that the House had passed a bill of the Senate to 
supply an omission in the enrollment of acertain 
act without amendment. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I havea report to make from 
the committee of conference on the Army appro- 
priation bill. The House have acted upon it; 
their message is not yet here; but I suppose it 
will be in a minute or two. I have toreport that 
the committee of conference were unable to agree. 
It would not have been possible to agree with 
them unless we enn to put legislation in 
regard to Kansas on the Army bill; and not only 
to put legislation in regard to Kansas upon the bill, 
but such legislation as | am sure a majority of 
the Senate would never agree to as a separate and 
reference has been 
made in the other House by the chairman of the 
committee of conference on the part of that body, 
to the proceedings of the committee, 1 may be 
allowed to refer to them so far as to say this: In 
the first of the series —and when we could not 
agree on this, it was useless to proceed to others 
—it was insisted that such a proviso as this should 
be on the Army appropriation bill: 

Provided, That no partof the military force of the United 
States, for the supportof which appropriations are mgde by 
this act, shall be employed in aid of the enforcement of any 


| enactment of the body claiming to be the Territorial Legis- 
| lature of Kansas. 


Mr. President, as it was obvious that no agree- 
ment could be had with them except upon the 
condition of inserting legislation in the military 
appropriation bill to which we were altogether 
opposed, in regard to Kansas;. and not only in- 
serting it, but inserting such legislation as this, 
we separated without agreement, with the design 
of reporting or proceedings to the two Houses. 

It is fair for me to state, in connection with this, 
that it is admitted on all hands that we are hold- 


. q ° . . . 
| Ing out, not against the will of the majority of 


it were full. 
hands. 


| the House of Representatives, if every member 


were present, but we are insisting upon that for 
which a majority of that House would insist if 
That has been conceded to us on all 


| of just such a bill as we have proposed to pass. 


It has been admitted everywhere that, if | 
the House were full, a majority would be in favor) 
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Under these circumstances, and believing, as 
doubtless a majority of the Senate believe, that 
they tannot, without a sacrifice of their consti- 
tutional rights, agree to be forced to permit legisla- 
tion on an appropriation bill to which they would 
object, even as an independent measure; we think 
it our duty, cost what it may, to disagree from this 
proposition; and when their message comes up, 
announcing to us, what I understand to be the 
fact, that they have adhered, I shall propose a 
similar course. The message is here now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will receive the message. 

Mr. Barcuay, (Assistant Clerk of the House 
of Representatives.) 


Ol A LCI A 


Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives further 
insists on its adherence to its amendment, disagreed to by 
the Senate, to the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 153) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857. 


Mr. HUNTER. Under the circumstances, I 
suppose there is a very large majority of the 
Senate who believe they cannot consent to this 
demand of the House without the sacrifice of 
their rights as a codérdinate branch of this Legis- 
lature; and I presume that majority is of opinion 
that it would be far better to lose the bill than to 
make any such concession of the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the Senate, especially 
when it is admitted that we are struggling, not 
against the will of the majority of the House, 
fairly ascertained; because, if it were full, it 1s 
agreed a majority of that body would be with 
us; but we are struggling against a majority of 
the House as it now happens to be accidentally 

| constituted, which majority have refused to give 
the necessary process to call back the absent 
members. Under these circumstances, we are 
struggling for a right which is not only claimed 
here, but which would be admitted, we are told, 
if the House of Representatives were full. 

I should like to go a little further, to touch the 
source of this mischief, to show how it 1s that 
the difficulty has occurred, and why it is impos- 
sible, upon the plan upon which the majority of 
the House, as now constituted, is proceeding, 
that we ever can settle the Army bill. It is im- 
vossible, with the known opinions of the two 
Sacdaien that we ever can settle the Kansas diffi- 
culty on this appropriation bill; because there is 
a radical difference of opinion between the two 
bodies in that regard. That House demands 
concessions; and if we are to judge from this, 
which is one of a series of propositions, the 
others not being submitted, as we refused to agree 
to this, the majority will not be contented with 
other than a total suspension or repeal of the 
laws of Kansas, and, in fact, a virtual abrogation 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 

Now, Mr. President, to see how far it would 
be possible for us to concede, even as an independ- 
ent measure, let us look and see what is that act 
according to our theory. It was passed as a com- 
promise between the friends of that measure. 
Some of them believed that Congress had the 
power to legislate over Territories; others be- 
| lieved the people of the Territory had the right 
to legislate for themselves after the organic act 
was once passed, which constituted them into a 
Territorial Legislature. Both, however, agreed 
| that this power of legislation could be given to 
| them by grant; and by grant it was given, the 
one agreeing to the grant for one reason; and the 
other for another. 

3ut, sir, this was not the only difference which 
they had to compromise. One portion of the 
friends of the measure believed that it would have 
| been unconstitutional for that Legislature to pro- 
| hibit slavery in the Territory; another portion 
| believed they had the right. For the purpose of 
| enabling that question to be tried by the judiciary, 

it was positively inserted, that the Cqpstitution of 
the United States should be the eal, and have 
full force and effect in that Territory. 1 believed 
| it would have force and effect without the intro- 
duction of that provision; but it was done out 
of abundant caution, to enable this question to 
be tried by the judiciary if it should ever arise. 
| That was another ground of compromise. As 
| we'could not agree upon the abstract merits of 
the question, we did agree that it should be de- 
ended by the Judiciary. 
So far as the Territorial Legislature may have 
| passed unconstitutional laws, | believe we may 
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annul them; I never had any doubt of that; we | 
did not grant them power, and could not grant | 
them power, to pass unconstitutional laws. Ac- || 
cordingly, onan amendment to the bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] 
| did agree to vote for the repeal of those laws 
I agreed 
to it, not because it was necessary, practically, 
for the rights of the citizens of Kansas, as I will 
wresently show, but because some of our friends 
said it would present the issue in a betterand more 
acceptable form to them; and I did what I did not 
believe was necessary for those citizens, in order 
that my friends here might go to the people with 
such a record as presented fully and fairly their 


which were against the Constitution. 


OpIntons, 


But, sir, that is the utmost limit of concession 
to which those of us who supported the Kansas- 
We granted the people of 
the Territory, by this charter, if I may so callit, 
by this law, the power to legislate on ordinary 
subjects, and we have no right to interfere with 
At least it would be in contra- 
vention of the grant—it would be breaking down 
that act on which a great party has placed itself, 
on whicir the issue is formed, and on which the 
struggle is going on, if we were to undertake to 
repeal their legislation when it is not unconstitu- 

We agreed to treat them as a body-pol- 
If they passed inexpedient or improper 
laws, they must remedy them as the people of 
To that extent we put them, in 
They 


have to encounter the same dangers and mistakes 


Nebraska act can go. 


that legislation. 


tional, 
ilic. 


the States do. 


some respects, on a level with the States. 


that every other body-politic has, and they must 


meet and remedy them in the same manner. 


other than unconstitutional legislation, 

Itis known, and it is obvious, the very pro- 
ceedings of this committee of conference show, 
that the House will never be contented with that 
concession. They will demand the repeal of such 
acts as they believe to be improper, and inexpe- 


dient, and impolitic, A majority of the House, as | 


now constituted, do not acknowledge, I believe, 
the validity of the Kansas Legislature at all. 


‘Therefore, we never can settle this question, | 


unless a majority of this body are prepared to 


say that they will abolish the principles of the”! 


Nebraska-Kansas act, that they will undo the 
work upon which they have risked and periled 


so much, and return to the other and the older | 


principle of territorial legislation. I apprehend 
that nobody supposes a majority of the Senate 
will do that, or that they ought to do it; or 
rather, no one of the majority supposes they 
ought to do it. If this be so, it is manifestly im- 
possible that we can ever settle upon the appro- 


priation bill any pacification, as it may be called, 


or any settlement of the Kansas question. 


I have said it is not, in my Opinion, necessary, 


so far as the rights of the citizens of Kansas are 
concerned, for us to interpose in regard to laws 
which may be unconstitutional. In regard to any 


which the people of the States have—they have 
the protection of the Constitution. Does any 
man believe that unconstitutional laws could be 
enforced through the judiciary? Is there an 
imsiance in which one of these laws has been 


enforced? IT heard the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. | 


Dove.as,} who is better posted on the facts of 
the case than Iam, say there has been no such 
mstance. I have heard of none. I believe there 
could be none such, because the judiciary would 


interpose to prevent the enforcement of any un- 
constitutional laws. 


So 
far as that ts concerned, I apprehend the friends 
of that act never can accede to the repeal of any 


It is obvious that, if both parties here had the | 


same confidence in the judiciary in Kansas which 


they repose in the judiciary elsewhere, they never | 


would insis§ on such a proposition; they would 


believe the protection of the judiciary was sufi- | 


cient. It is because they entertain opinions in 
ident of the United States, who holds the power 
of the removal of the territorial judges, which we 
do not entertain. They do not trust them to the 
extent we do. At any 
that the judiciary in Kansas, (which is a part of 
the general system of the country appointed by 
him who appoints judges in all the other Terri- 
tories,) is not to be trusted to the same extent to 
which it is to be trusted elsewhere. We must 


rate we can never agree | 


| presume that the President will do hisduty; and 
| unless facts can be shown, which have not been 


to my satisfaction, we have the right to presume 
| the judges are as much entitled to confidence 


| there as in the other Territories. 


I say, therefore, so far as the citizens of Kan- 
sas are concerned, there is no practical inconve- 
nience likely to arise in regard to unconstitutional 


laws. If the matter be left to stand where it stands | 


now, they will be as well off as if we had taken | 


this measure and passed it as an independent bill, 
as proposed by the Senator from California, [Mr. 
Wewver.}] Iam the more confirmed, after fur- 
ther conference with the House, in the opinion 
which I expressed yesterday, that this toned 
never will be satisfied with any bill which pro- 
poses to do no more than that of the Senator from 
California. I think their opinion on that matter 
has been sufficiently expressed. I feel bound, 


| after a full and fair consideration of the whole | 
field, to say that I see nothing now that fs left us, | 


unleSs we mean to recede from our ground, and | 


sacrifice what I really believe to be our constitu- | 
‘tional rights, but to move that the Senate also | 
That motion I sub- | 


adhere to their amendment. 


| mit. 


Mr. SEWARD. This debate, Mr. President, | 


mingles two very different, although kindred sub- 
jects. I shall not go at large into a discussion of 


either, but be content to mark for the consider- | 


| 


ation of the Senate and the country some cardinal | 


points. 
1 address myself first to the conflict between 


that conflict now stands. 
committee of conference on the part of the Senate 
[Mr. Hunter] is understood by me to say, that 
it is everywhere conceded that the present ma- 


jority in the House of Representatives is only an 


/and humanity. 


accidental one; and that this House, if it were 


| full, would concur with the Senate. I desire it to 
be understood that I make no such concession. 


I have, indeed, all through the debates on the 


I have done so, however, with pain. But, on the 
contrary, I say now, with the utmost respect for 


the House, that I have seen it steadily, from the | 


first day of the session, becoming firmer and more 
true and steadfast in the cause of justice, freedom, 
I from the first trusted that it 
would turn out so, for I knew the influences, 
originating, not, as Senators may suppose, here, 


| but in the hearts of the constituency of that power, 


the American people, which, if they could not 


| increase the number of defenders of that sacred 
cause in the House, were sure to animate those | 
defenders with increasing zeal and devotion. I 


| issue you have made with it. 


believe now, sir, and shall believe until a different 
conviction is forced upon me by events, that the 


| the two Houses of Congress on the Army bill, as | 
The chairman of the || 
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opiate | _ August 28. 
two Houses, and reduced them to one plain. 
simple, and clearly comprehensible. Yesterday’ 
and every day for nearly a month past, we io 
been told of the absurdities of the proviso adopu d 
by the House, in proposing to authorize the Pros. 
| ident to keep _— the national highways leadin» 

to Kansas, and requiring him to disarm the go, 
| called militia of that Territory. We are now jn. 

formed that both these conditions will be wit}. 
drawn by the House, and we can pass the Army 
bill, if the Senate will simply agree to a nak; d 
provfSo, that the Army shail not xe employed as 
la oot to execute the miscalled laws of the body 

which claims to be the Territorial Legislature ¢¢ 
Kansas. There is an end, therefore, to declama.- 
tion, as well as argument, on those collateral sy}. 
jects, and we are brought directly to the one sim. 
ple issue thus stated. On_that issue, taking my 
place by the side of the House, I am prepared 
and content to stand. 

I am, indeed, appealed to to yield before the 
terrors of civil war. Iam conjured to surrender 
my positions by the love which I bear to peace 
and harmony. 

Mr. HUNTER. Did the Senator from New 
York understand me to say that the House com- 
mittee of conference would have been contented 
with this alone? I said this was one of a serieg 
of propositions. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
say that. 

Mr. HUNTER. I said this was one ofa series: 
and the others were not submitted, when w 
failed to agree on this. 

Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator stated 
that was the condition of affairs. I understand 
that the honorable chairman of the committee of 
the House reported to that House substantially 
as I have stated the result of the conference here 
I have verified the fact, and so I now stand upon 

at. 
| Mr. President, I do indeed love peace; I do 





I understood the Senator to 


2 || indeed fear the terrors of civil war; but that is 
Army bill, expressed doubts about the firmness | 
and persistency of the House of Representatives. | 


not enough to make me surrender an object more 
importantthan peace—liberty. Peace! The Sen- 
ate will give peace to Kansas now on one condi- 
tion—that Kansas will surrender freedom, and 
accept slavery. Is there anything new in this 
proposition? Is it not the very proposition that 


| you made when you passed the Kansas-Nebraska 


‘law? If the people of Kansas would have ac- 
cepted slavery, they could have had peace at the 


hands of Congress eighteen months ago, and there 


would never have been a marauder, or even a hos- 
tile intruder, from Missouri, within the Territory. 
They have always had the option of peace; they 
have it now, independently of you; they have 


| only to strike the colors of freedom, and run up 


} 


more the number of that House shall be increased || 
by the return of absentees, after consultation with 
| the people, the firmer will the House stand on the 


I feel assured, now, 


’ | that the House will stand until the end of this 
unconstitutional law, they have all the protection || 


| present and actually attending. 


| of Representatives. 


extraordinary session—ay, if there shall be need, 
until the end of the term of the present Congress, 


the black flag of slavery, and thereupon peace, 
order, and tranquillity will reign throughout the 
prairies they have chosen for their abode. Ay, 
and the longer that slavery shall last there, down 
to that period, | know not how distant, when the 
African race itself shall rise to assert its own 


| wrongs, the surer and more profound will be the 
| peace that will prevail there. 


upon the noble position they have assumed, that || 
the President of the United States shall not employ | 


the Federal Army to enforce the unconstitutional 
and tyrannical laws of the armed usurpers of 
Kansas. 

While I thus make this correction in regard to 
the matter of fact involved in the statement of 
the Senator from Virginia, I must take leave to 
say that the Senate of the United States to-day is 
not that possible body of men who would cpn- 
stitute it, if all its seats were full, but that actual 
body of men (being a quorum) who are now 
Those Senators 
who are absent constitute no part of the Senate 
actually deciding on the great interests of the 
country. ‘They are possible members only, but 


ecaus || practically they perform no duty, and incur no 
regard to that judiciary, and in regard to the Pres- | 


responsibility; and their opinions, therefore, are 
not a subject of discussion. So it is in the House 
The two hundred members 
actually attending there constitute, for all practi- 
cal purposes, the representative body of the Amer- 
ican people. 

I make now another point: I thank the House 


| of Representatives, and congratulate the country 


upon a happy turn of the last conference. The 
committee have simplified the issues between the | 


Now, evenif the people of Kansas were willing 
to strike the flag of freedom, which they have 
defended through so many perils, I have yet to 


| say, that lama representative of one of the States 


| shall enter the Confederacy at all. 


of this Union that claims the right to maintain 
the balance of freedom in this council chamber 
of the States. 1 want Kansas here a free State. 
New York wants her to come here free, if she 
We may as 
well come directly to this issue, then. You want 
Kansas organized as a slave State, and you will 
give her peace if she will accept slavery; if she 
do not accept slavery, she must take war, with 
its dangers and its desolations. 

Senators propose this condition as if it were 
a new one offered now for the first time. They 
express surprise that I am not alarmed, when 
they tell me that civil war, except on the condition 


| of slavery, is inevitable and imminent. Sir, there 


was civil war in Kansas when we assembled here 
in December; a military revolution had been ef- 
fected there, an armed usurpation was established 
there, and there was opposition and resistance to 
it; there was commotion, strife, bloodshed, then 
and there. Every day the tragedy has been ad- 
vancing steadily in the development of the hor- 
rors of civil war. Just as soon as I could get the 
vantage ground of the Topeka constitution to 
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stand upon, I called your attention to the exist- 1 
. of that civil war, explained its causes, and _| 
with all the fervency that not merely love of | 
nace, but love of liberty also, could enkindle, I 
-onjured you to arrest it before it was too late, by 


a moving the cause of that civil war. Even now 
Senators refer to the appeals I then made, so 
truthfully, as exaggerations of a fertile imagina- 
ion. Such was the answer you then gave me; 
and now the answer you give me—now, when I 
conjure you once more, and more earnestly than 
ever, to arrest fratricidal strife, by admitting Kan- 
sas under her own free constitution, is, that that | 
constitution must be surrendered, or the flames 
of civil war must be suffered to burn with new | 
intensity throughout that ill-fated Territory. 
It is true that [ see a new campaign preparing | 
in that quarter. But, just like those which have 
conde there before, it is a campaign not organ- | 
ized by the citizens of Kansas against each other, | 
nor yet organized by emigrants sent thither by 
the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, but by 
invaders who are going forth from all or many 
of the slave States, to extirpate the freemen of 
Kansas, to seize upon the ballot-boxes by force, 
tousurp the elective franchise, to create in that 
way a new Legislature, and a convention that 
will organize a slave State, which even this Con- 
gress is expected to receive with open arms as a | 
member of this Federal Republic. Sir, during 
‘all the period of that civil war that has been 
prevailing in Kansas, the armed bands that have 
demolished hotels, sacked cities, overturned free 
presses, mobbed ministers of the Gospel, and slain 
the farmer while inclosing his newly-marked 
field on the prairie, and the “ perfectly free’’ im- | 
migrant before he had slept one night in the Ter- | 
ritory which he had chosen for his home, were | 
not citizens of Kansas, or adventurers from the 
free States. 
The armed bands that are forming along the | 
banks of the Missouri, and in the cities of the 


briefly suspended, are of the same class. I need 
not be told here, sir, how desperate and reckless 
they are. Honorable Senators mistake me much, 


if they suppose that I look with complacency or || 


calmness on the gathering of the storm anew, | 
and that I do not fear for the safety of the people | 
upon whom it is so soon to rain down new deso- 
lation. Why should I not share all their alarms 
and fears? They are my neighbors, countrymen, 
and friends. But, at the same time, honorable 
Senators, in explaining their own positions in 
this crisis, will not disturb me by imputing to 
me responsibilities for the disasters of the times. 
Before the so-called compromise of 1850 was 
enacted here, there was neither civil war in Kan- 
sas, nor any cause existing that could ever pro- 
duce civil war or slavery there. I expostulated 
against the compromise, and implored Congress 
not to disturb the landmarks of freedom. I was 
answered, that those landmarks of freedom were 
in that case a mere abstraction, on which it was 
only fanaticism and folly to insist. I replied, 
that if you yielded that abstraction, and so tol- 
erated slavery in the possessions acquired from 
Mexico, slavery would invade the unoccupied 
Territory which remained under the protection 
of the Missouri compromise of 1820, and that it 
would crowd you out of all the Territories of the 
United States, and engage you in a contest for 
freedom, even in the free States. The conces- 
sions then demanded were nevertheless made. 

In 1854, you took advantage of the conces- | 
sions made in 1850, and proposed an abrogation 
of the prohibition of slavery contained in the | 
compromise of 1850, under the specious pretense 
of abnegating all Federal authority concerning | 
slavery over the Territories of the United States, 
and granting to the people in those Territories | 
perfect freedom to establish civil liberty there for 
themselves. I remonstrated and expostulated 
again, and warned you then that you were send- 
ing the demon of civil strife into the Territories. 
You persistcd. At the beginning of this session, 
I directed your attention to the civil war then 
actually broken out in Kansas, and implored 
your interposition to restore peace there, together 
with that perfect freedom which had been sub- 
verted by the invaders. The civil war was then 
there; it remains there yet; it only grows more 
and more flagrant. What evil has happened, 
then, that I havemot foreseen and endeavored to 











er Who has held executive power in this 
and? Certainly not I. Who has exercised 
legislative power? Certainly not I. 
cial authority? Certainly not I. Whose coun- 
sels have directed executive, legislative, and ju- 
dicial powers? Certainly not mine; but the 
counsels of those who have been constantly my 
adversaries. Yet there is civil warin Kansas, and 
it is the result of unwise and pernicious legisla- 
tion, tyrannical executive action, and prostituted 
judicial authority. Sir, He whose penetration 
no secret of the human heart escapes, no artful 
perversion of the truth baffles—He who makes the 
endo of men to love freedom even more than 
peace, and to seek it with untiring perseverance 
throughout ages of sufferinz—He knows where 


Who judi- | 


the responsibility of the disasters that have over- | 


taken the Republic belongs. 
this subject, shrinks not from His awful scrutiny. 
And now, sir, as I have heretofore counseled 


My conscience, on | 
y ’ 


how to continue the reign of peace before it was | 


broken, and how to restore it when first it was 
broken, I will, with deference, advise how to re- 


| gain its sway, before it is too late, and before the 


whole country rages with the flames hitherto con- 
fined within the limits of Kansas. You can do 
this only by removing the cause of the civil war 
in Kansas, the revolutionary usurpation that 
exists there. 
restore peace in Kansas, and harmony to the coun- 


| try, by granting liberty, with new and sure safe- 


guards. 
peace, but that perfect freedom and safety which 
you granted, or professed to grant, by the Kansas 
and Nebraska law. You must not merely repeal 


In short, you can only effectually | 


What Kansas wants, is not merely | 
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| ple, must be a man who not only loves public 


tranquillity and is without fear, but who also can 
respect the love of justice and truth and the devo- 
tion to freedom which animate the free States of 
the North. 

_ The honorable Senator, after deploring the fa- 
naticism of the North, announces his hope that 
it will grow more conciliatory. Sir, it is not the 
character of the north star to change its position 
or to vary its light. The mariner singles it out 
from among all the luminaries of the heavens, and 
adopts it as the guide to his course, for its con- 
stancy. It will not change now. It has been for 
a time partially covered w'*h fleeting clouds; but 
they are passing away, and it will stand then, and 
shine steadily upon this nation, until it shall con- 
duct not only those States which receive its ver- 
tical rays, but even those which enjoy only its 
angular beams, into the haven of impartial and 
enduring freedom. Sir, the Romans, in their 
southern capital, and under their sunny skies, 
thought, when the Northmen for a time withdrew 
from the borders of the city, that those Northmen 
would change and relent, and become more con- 
ciliatory. Did the Northmen indeed change? No, 
not until they had mingled their own blood with 
the blood of Italy, and restored it fo a better and 
purer freedom than it had ever known before. 

I think that France and England, and especi- 
ally Turkey, is expecting that the North of Eu- 
rope will become more conciliatory, more gen- 
erous. Do you believe this? No, sir; the north 
of Europe changes not. It is again to spread 


|| over the southern plains, and reinvigorate the 


the laws of the conquerors of Kansas, but you | 


must abolish the conquest itself. There is only 
one alternatlve—which is, that Missourians will 
irrigate the soil of Kansas with the blood of its 
people, to fertilize that soil, and make it receive 
the seeds of slavery. 


Consider well, I beseech | 


| natives of the Mediterranean. 


| you, what a fearful alternative—how horrible an || 
southern slave States, to renew the violence so | 


| be they what they may, the destiny of Kansas is | 


alternative, this is! And consider—alas, that I 
must urge it—how dangerous a one it is! All 
the principles of our Constitution—all the sen- 


timents of mankind—all nature itself, revolts | 


against :t. Can it, then, be adopted with success 
and safety? Let the trial, if it must come, de- 
termine. Some Senatorasks, ‘* Who can tell what 
is to be the destiny of Kansas?’’ I can tell. 
Sir, I do not know the fearful horrors through 
which either Kansas or the country is to pass, but 


freedom. 
I turn, for a moment, to the honorable Senator 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen.] He has laid | 


his peace-offering on the table of the Senate—I 
ought rather to say, “‘ on the altar of his country.”’ 


| His years, his eminent position, his unquestioned 


patriotism, entitle him to do so, and entitle him | 
not merely to forbearance on this occasion, but | 
to the homage due to one who sincerely desires | 


to be a public benefactor. Although he has not 
spoken so charitably of me as might become the 


office he has undertaken, I shall not attempt to | 


thrust that offering from the altar, or to tear it 
into pieces. I will let it lie there, and calmly 
await the approval of it by the slave States, in 
whose name it is presented by him, as one with 
which the free States ought also to be satisfied. 
Sir, the slave States have committed themselves 
to the principle of popular sovereignty in the Ter- 








| ritories so deeply, that they uphold and maintain | 
| even a revolutionary and usurping authority there 


as a legitimate one. We shall see whether they 
are ready, on the prayer of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, to renounce this principle and its accept- 
able fruits, and transfer the legislative authority 
in Kansas to any depository which will restore 
either perfect freedom, or any real freedom what- 
ever, to the people of Kansas. 


| and answer, after the Democracy on the other 


| Senator’s peace-offering as their own. 
| mean time, I beg to say, with the highest respect 


side of the Chamber shall havé recognized the 
In the 


and the utmost kindness to the honorable Sen- 
ator who leads in this solemn ceremony, that he 
is not likely to effect a truce with the House of 
Representatives by such denunciations as he has 


I will wait, sir, | 


—_ 


No more will the 
north of America change. You may resistif you 
will, but it will persevere peacefully, if you will 
suffer itto do so; but it will persevere constantly, 
nevertheless, in the extension of freedom in the 
Territories of the United States, and by its ex- 
ample in inducing the southern States to abolish 
slavery among themselues. 

And now, what do Senators expect to gain by 
persisting in the miserable issue they have made 
up with the House of Representatives—an issue 
upon our own relative power, under the Consti- 


|| tution, as a branch of the National Legislature— 


a question merely personal? Sir, I have no reason 
to despise, as | have no motive to undervalue, the 
power or the dignity of the Senate of the United 
States. Contrary to what I had ever before sup- 
posed or dreamed, I, myself,am a member of the 
Senate. My own fortunes and fame, such as 
they are, are bound up in the fortunes and fame 
of the Senate. For me there is no higher ambi- 
tion than the place I hold in the Senate; there is 
no lane or open way for me to any other depart- 
ment of my country’s service. As I would leave 
a fair name, and, if possible, one that might in 
future times arrest the eye of the curious and in- 
quisitive student who shall be prying into my 
country’s history, so I am careful never to do an 
act, to speak a word, or think a thought, unbe- 
coming to the Senate of the United States. I 
therefore stand with you all for the dignity and 
honor and independence of the Senate. But, sir, 
I confess to you frankly my opinion, that the 
Senate will defend its dignity and independence 
effectually, not by joining puerile issues with the 
House of Representatives on questions of equal- 
ity or preéminence, but in the same way that 
every citizen, who is a constituent of either 
House of Congress, maintains his dignity and 
independence—namely, by doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walktng humbly, under all the vicis- 
situdes and in all the scenes of human activity 
ant endurance. : 
Mr. CASS. I have no idea, Mr. President, of 
rising for the purpose of detaining the Senate 
under the circumstances in which we are placed. 
I know my own position and that of others too 
well to do it; but I rise fora moment to survey 
the situation in which we are placed, without any 
ebullition of feeling, but with very deep anxiety. 
Mr. President, where is the Congress of the 
United States at thismoment? What position do 


| they occupy before their country and before the 


indulged in against the free States of the North || 


on this occasion. 
figure, let me tell him that the priest who shall, 
in this conjuncture, lay on the altar of his country 


| a peace-offering acceptable to the American peo- 


No, sir; to resume his own | 


| these walls will deny that fact. 


world? The eyes of the world are upon us. The 
hopes and destiny of freedom await our action. 
Where are we? We have been assembled here 
for nine months. It was our duty to pass the 


eee ae supplies for the support of the Govern- 


ment. suppose no man, auditor or actor, within 


It was the duty 
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of Congress to appropriate the necessary supplies 
for the support of the Government—a solemn, 
constitutional, moral duty. Have we done it? 
In an important particular we have not. Acci- 
dentally—I believe, in a great measure, because 
our pay was ended—we failed to do it. Why 
have we not made this essential appropriation ? 
‘The Senate has agreed that it is necessary. ‘The 
House of Representatives has agreed that it is 
necessary. Both Houses have agreed upon every 
item belonging to the appropriation bill for the 
support of the Army. Why, then, does it not 
become alaw? Where is the fault? And what 
wocess has brought us to this position? The 
louse of Representatives have annexed a pro- 
vision—I am not going to examine it now—to that 
appropriation bill, having no relation to the sub- 
ject of appropriation to which the Senate cannot 
agree. Now, whatis the duty of the two Houses? 
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7 ee re ee 
|| for its continuance. I repeat, no man who sur- ator from New York alluded to revolutio 
| 


By their own voluntary action to concur in a law. 


They are voluntary agents. 

This process, however, is one which says, from 
one House to the other, ** If you do not, in pass- 
ing the appropriation bills, which both of us agree 
to be proper, annex a condition which we say 
you should, there shall be no appropriation.” 
Let not gentlemen on the other side mistake their 

osition and ours. No man contends that one 
naan may not annex to an appropriation bill 
any provision they please; and if he other House 
agree, the difficulty is passed, 
we dispute, deny, and find fault with, before the 
country. What we do find fault with is the an- 
nexation of a provision which we believe to be 
unconstitutional, and a tenacious adherence to it, 
so as to lose the supplies which are necessary. 





veys it as it is can fora moment forget that, al- 
though this is the point to-day, to-morrow, and 


the next day, and the next day, it will be new | 


ones, and new ones, until the hand of the House 
of Representatives is heavier than the Constitu- 
tion. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wane] 
actually sneers at all difficulty. He sees no dan- 
ger—fears no calamity. Well, sir, there are dif- 
ferent kinds of confidence in the world. There 
is a very commendable and justifiable confidence 
that surveys the danger and prepares for it; but 
there is another which, whether it is indifference, 
or insensibility, or something worse than both, 
leads a man not to survey the danger about him. 


much encouragement to others to depend on his 
judgment. 


this. A sneer is notanargument, though it often 
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The Senator from Ohio sneers at all | 


takes the place of one, and is perhaps more sat- | 


isfactory to him that uses it than an argument 
would be. 


| stances in which we are placed, I cannot compre- 


hend. AlIlI have to say is, that his moral tem- 
perament is very different from mine. 
The honorable Senator from Ohio asks if the 


refusal of this appropriation is going to destroy 


That is not what 


It is what is called in England cutting off the sup- | 


plies. If I recollect aright—perlaps some gen- 
tlemen here will remember it—we were asked, in 
‘Topeka, eight months ago, to cut off the supplies 
of the Government, if their designs could not be 
carried into effect. 

I say that the annexation, by one House, of a 
condition to which the other cannot agree, toa 
bill of appropriation, if adhered to, is, under this 
Government, an act of revolution. If a majority 
of the House of Representatives wish a bill con- 
taining that provision passed voluntarily by the 


the Union? This is a very hard Government to 
destroy. I think that, fairly administered within 
the scope of its constitutional powers, it is the 


How a man could get up in the Senate | 
before his countrymen, and sneer at the circum- | 


| 


E. 
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; ; , nS ay 
changes, and notwithstanding what is gojno ¥ 


about us he sees no danger. The Senate Wi 

recollect undoubtedly a memorable era in history 
when the King of Babylon went to sleep, thoys) 
the Persian was at his gates, In the emphatic 
language of Scripture, like the Senator from Ney 
York, his countenance was not changed, nor | . 
heart troubled; he feared no danger. He pey:, 


| woke in life to realize his danger, for the morp. 
/ing sun shone upon the towers and turrets of 


ruined and captured city, and the monarch him. 
self with his empire had passed away. No may 
can see the condition of this country now wit). 
out perceiving the danger. To say there is nop, 


j || evinces an absolute disregard of those premop. 
It is not commendable in itself, nor does it give | 


itory symptoms which Providence has kindly 
given in the moral asan the physical world. | js 
their neglect and disregard in the world that day 


| after day is producing changes of good govyer;. 


> ° 
ments where they exist, but oftener of bad, oye 


which I am glad to see. These are premonitory 
symptoms warning the people of the United 
States that the precious heritage acquired by th, 
blood of our fathers and bequeathed to them js 
now in danger. How can any man who looks a: 
things as they are, doubt that from time to time 


|| the operation of these circumstances is to bea, 


upon the American people ? 
The Father of his Country — the immorta! 


||! Washineton—tells us that whena sectional party 


strongest Government on the face of the globe; as | 


I know it to be the best Government ever given 
to man since the dispersion of the human family 
on the plains of Shinar. 

Mr. WADE. I believe the Senator is mis- 
taken. I do not think I asked him any such 
question. I apprehended no such event. 

Mr. CASS. I think the Senator put to me the 


| question whether I believed the refusal of this 


appropriation would destroy the Union—put un- 


| doubtedly by way of joke, by way of jeer, by 
| way of sneer; not seriously. 


action of the two Houses, let them send it to us | 


for our free and voluntary action as a separate 
measure; but they do not send it to us for our 
free and voluntary action. They send it to us 
annexed to a bill that we ought to pass, and wish 
to pass, and should pass, but cannot in conse- 
quence of the actual state of coercion in which 
we are placed. 


This is not a question of to-day or of to-morrow, | 


but of all time under this Constitution. To-day 
the effort is to prevent the execution of certain 
laws, 
the protector of the laws throughout the whole 
extentofourvastcountry. Itison the highways 


to-day; but to-morrow it will be on the byways. | 
have just as much right to require the | 


We 
President to execute laws upon one highway as 
another, It may be a highway leading to Mis- 
souri to-day, and to-morrow a highway leading 


to Massachusetts or North Carolina, or for any | 
No man can be so | 


other purpose you please. 
blind as not to see that a principle like this once 
established would cause the overthrow of this 
Government. You require the President of the 
United States to have his armed forces on all the 
roads wherever they may be, leading to the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, to supersede the State laws by 


his own armed power, to afford just such pro- | 
tection as he pleases, and as the guard under his | 


authority please. ‘To-day the attack is this pro- 


vision; to-morrow you may be asked to repeal the | 
sla On a Post Office | 
appropriation bill the next day, you may be asked | 


fugitive slave law. Whatnext? 
to provide that every inflammatory document sent 
for the purpose of exciting the southern slaves, 
shall go through the mail free of postage. You 
may put in @ provision requiring your Army to 
act uader any circumstances, or your Navy to 
act under any circumstances; you may repeal 


your fugitive slave law, and we have been ghreat- | 


ened with that repeal. Mr. President, on this 


principle there is no act that the imagination of | 


man can conceive, which it is not in the power 
of one branch of this Congress to carry into 
effoct at the expense of the Government, or cause 
the giving up of the supplies which are necessary 


It is a proviso that makes the President | 


| however. 


Mr. WADE. Notatall, in any shape. 

Mr. CASS. I will not answer that, because I 
am sure the honorable Senator would not declare 
that he had not said so, if he did not believe it; 


arises there is danger, I will not absolutely say, 
that I would rather be wrong with Washinetoy 


‘than right with the Senator from New York and 


the Senator ffom Ohio; but I go very near it, | 
will say, that when my own opinions are forti- 


| fied by the convictions of the prophetic sagacity, 


| Senators. 


but the impression left on my mind was that he || 


I shall not continue that, 
say again, that I believe this to be 
the strongest Government on the face of the earth. 


asked the een: 


The danger which I fear is not on this pointalone; | 


but it is the series of measures pursued and fur- 
ther contemplated by the honorable Senator from 
Ohio, and those who agree with him, There it 
is that | look for the danger. What holds this 


| Government together? Force? No; public opin- 


ion—nothing more, nothing less—the ballot-box 
and public opinion operating upon it. If you 


thing, and that thing, and another, producing irri- 
tation and hostile feeling, you finally lead the 


| excite one section of the community against | 
| another; if you go on from step to step with this | 


public to that state of mind which, I fear, we are | 
too rapidly approaching, which must eventually | 
| end in the dissolution of the Government. 


The honorable Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] whom yesterday | heard with pain and 


| regret, and with ten-fold regret,to-day, says there 


|| is no danger. 


to-day with regret. I do not think, that in a 


| history such another display can be found, except 


1} 
it 


in amemorable case in the history of Rome, which 
was then put down by an illustrious orator. If 
that great and illustrious orator were here, we 
should hear roll from his lips words of scathing 
rebuke to the Senator from N 
up here, and trying to operate on the prejudices 
and feelings of the House of Representatives, 
giving them his thanks. 
thanks. The Senator from New York is not the 
man to stand in the Legislature of the Union, and 
give his thanks to one House for a particular 
course of measures. If I were a member of the 
House of Representatives, I should pay very little 
regard to such thanks; I should want some much 
more important. The whole tenor of the remarks 
of the Senator from New York was, in my opin- 
ion, unworthy of his position, and of the associa- 
tions in which he is here placed. 

You cannot mistake his object, Mr. President, 
and you cannot mistake the tendency of this 
whole series of measures. The honorable Sen- 


I repeat that I heard his display 
l 


ew York for getting || 


They do not want his | 


the calm, deliberative judgment of that wonder- 
ful man, I am not to be turned out of my course 
by any argument that can be used by those two 
1 repeat, the country is in danger, 
There is no use in gentlemen getting up here to 
say, ‘* Peace, peace,’’ when there is no peace. He 
that cannot see it, in my opinion, is blinder than 
the blind man of Israel, who, though he could 
not discern the pillars that supported the temple, 
asked to have his hand laid upon them, and then 
bowed himself down with the pillars, and carried 
with them the temple, and all that were in it. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Idonotrise to prolong this 
debate, but only to read a portionof the speech of 
the honorable Senator from New York, made alit- 
tle more thana yearago, against his speech to-day. 


| I think it is better than anything which I could 


say, and it is certainly fatal to the speech which 


'he made yesterday and to-day. Abouta year 


| the Senate, 


| whole day and nearly a whole night. 


and a half ago, we had a similar question before 
I then fought side by side with the 
honorable Senator from New York for nearly a 
I felt 
the support of his strong arm. He dealt blows 
on that occasion which I feebly supported, and 
we compelled the Senate to surrender about two 
o’clock at night on a question similar to this. 
What was it? The House of Representatives 
had embodied in the civil and dipolmatic appro- 
priation bill a provision for the revision of the 
tariff. The bill came to the Senate, anda motion 
was made to strike out the tariff provision. We 
denied the right of the House to put it there. 
The honorable Senator from New York then 
answered the position, that the House of Rep- 


| resentatives was like the House of Commons, 
| the Senate like the House of Peers, and the 





' 


President like the Crown in England. At that 
time he drew the distinction between our form 
of Government and that of Great Britain better 
than I have heard it drawn since. He then 
informed us that the Senate was answerable 
to the people at the time prescribed in the peo- 
ple’s Constitution—not so the House of Peers; 
and that the President of the United States was 
answerable to the people at the time which the 


poapts themselves had fixed in their Constitution. 


3y this process of reasoning he showed conclu- 
sively that there was no similitude between the 
two Governments, and that the doctrine of stop- 
ping the supplies did not apply in this country. 

e declared on that occasion that all proceedings 


of this kind upon the part of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives were revolutionary, and would tend 


to the subversion of the Government. He also 
warned the Senate that this very proceeding would 
come upon us;und on his warning as well as 
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mine, the Senators who were in favor of a 





————— —; 
reduc- | 
jon and modification of the tariff yielded and | 


| 


propery on the national highways, against un- 
awful searches and seizures. The Senator from 


Jjowed the provision to be stricken from the hill. || Michigan [Mr. Cass] has dwelt upon it to-day, 


Now | propose to read some of his forcible lan- 


syaze on this point: 


~ Mr. SewaRD. Mr. President, I regard the proposition 


tom . 
matic appropriauon bill as one of a revolutionary charac- 
ter »— Cong. Globe, sec. sess., 33d Cong., p. 1048. 


He proceeded with his argument, and said: 


«Sir, there is great wisdom, there is Nestorian wisdom, 
in the counsel of the honorable Senators from Delaware. It 
may be that it is only now a question of relieving woolen 
manufacturers and railroad builders, but another House of 
Representatives may give Us, in the same form, a question 
of slavery or a question of freedom, and may seek in the 
same Way to coerce our consent to their policy in that 
respect. Are you prepared for that?) When the precedent 
shal have once been established, what will protect you 
wainst the most unbounded license of assumption by the 
House of Representatives ?”? 

There was prophecy in that. He seemed to 
anticipate that a question such as we now have 
before the Senate would be here at this very time, 
and he warned Senators to beware of it. He said 
further: 

‘< Again, sir, when you shall have suffered the House of 
tepresentatives to incorporate a new tariff into the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, what shall hinder the 
same power from attaching the French spoliation bill to the 
naval service bill? Moreover, when the President of the 
United States shall hereafter veto any bill, a majority of the 
two Houses, adopting the precedent now to be established, 
can practically annul the veto by suspending his own com 
pensation, and arresting the wheels of the Government.” 

The debate proceeded; we were at it pretty 

much all night. Again, the honorable Senator 
from New York said: 

«* When I first came into the Senate, I took the ground 
that a combination of many great measures affecting many 
great interests, and engaging different and conflicting opin 
jons, Was irregular, was factious, was revolutionary ; and 
upon that ground, among others, I voted against the com- 
promise bill of 1850, though it contained an object which 
I was most sedulous and anxious to obtain—the admission 
of the State of California.”’ 

I will notread more. It seems to me that these 
paragraphs contain the most conclusive argument 
against the proceeding of the House of Repre~ 
sentatives in this case that has yet been delivered 
in the Senate. It was effective on that occasion. 
I endeavored to sustain the honorable Senator, | 
as best I could, and in the course of the debate | 
observed: 

‘‘] think that this amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill is entirely out of time. 
I think it is the most revolutionary proposition that | have 
ever heard advocated in the Senate. It furnishes a bad 
example. It is a precedent which will hereafter rise up 
against southern gentlemen. 


«*¢ The evil, that men do, lives after them ;”? 
and this will live after us. 


Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return 
To plague the inventor.’ 

s Let me tellsouthern Senators that, if they agree to this | 
proposition, there is danger that, hereafter, the ingredients 
of the poisoned chalice may be commended to their own 
lips.”? 


I am sorry that I cannot now have the support |) 


of the Senator from New York, as I had on that | 
occasion. I wish I could do the same thing | 
now; but the speech which we have heard yes- 
terday and to-day, it seems to me, is fatal to the 
one which he made last year. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
I know that my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Dopce] is very anxious to have an executive | 
session to-day for some business which he desires 
to have disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will dis- 
pose of my motion to adhere to my amendment | 
to the Army appropriation bill before going into 
executive session. 

Mr. WELLER. If the Senate is ready to 
take the vote, I will withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the motion of the Sen- | 
ator from Virginia, that the Senate adhere to its 
amendment to the Army appropriation bill? 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; | 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken, 
I wish to say a few words, and I shall not detain 
the Senate long. It has been repeated here a 
number of times that the proviso of the House of 
Representatives seeks to confer on the President | 
of the United States a most extraordinary power 
when it authorizes him to protect persons and | 








| 
| 
i 
«¢ We but teach || 
| 
j 
| 


yrporate a new tariff system into the civil and diplo- || 


and he seems to suppose, as did the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Bensamin] yesterday, that the 
term ‘* national highways, > meant all the public 
roads of the country. Sir, it means no such 
thing. It is a legal term, to be found in repeated 
instances in the statutes of the United States, and 
has a fixed and definite meaning. The term only 
applies to those highways that are under national 
control. The roads in the States are not under 
the control of Congress; but the Missouri river, 


| the Mississippi river, and many other of the large 
| rivers of the country, are, by act of Congress, 


made national highways. Aslong agoas 1811it 
was declared by act of Congress, that “all the 
navigable rivers and waters in the Territories of 
Orleans and Louisiana shall be, and forever re- 
main, public highways.’’ Again, in the act pre- 
paratory tothe admission of Missouriin the Union, 
it was declared that: 

‘The Mississippi, and the navigable rivers and waters 
leading into the same, shall be common highways, and for 
ever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to other 
citizsns of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 
Or toll therefor, by said State.”’, 

Any person who looks into the acts of Con- 
gress understands exactly what is meant by 
‘** national highways.’’ The term does not mean 
the common State and county roads of the coun- 
try. Itis an entire misunderstanding to give the 
term any such meaning. 

Now, sir, I will undertake to show, the Mis- 
souri river being a national highway, that, by 
acts of Congress, as they exist to-day, every 
power which is sought by this proviso to be con- 
ferred upon the President of the United States, 
in reference to that great national highway, is 
conferred upon the President in regard to the Con- 
necticut river or Eludson river; and I prove this 
by reference to the statutes of the United States. 

sy an ** act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy,’’ it is 
declared 


“That the President of the United States be, and hereby 
is, authorized and requested to employ so many of the 
public armed vessels as, in his judgment, the service may 
require, with suitable instructions to the commanders 
thereof, in protecting the merchant vessels of the United 


| States, and their crews, from piratical aggressions and dep 
redations.”? 


ltisrevolutionary. || 


Now, let us see what are piratical aggressions. 
In the third section of an act of Congress passed 
March 15, 1820, it is provided: 


“Tf any person shall, upon the high seas, or in any open | 


roadstead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any river 
where the sea ebbs and flows’’— 


as it does in the Connecticut and the Hudson— 


| ** commit the crime of robbery in or upon any ship or ves- 


sel, or upon any of the ship’s company of any ship or ves- 
sel, or upon the lading thereof, such person shall be adjudged 


| to be a pirate.”’ 


This act defines what should constitute a pirate; 
and the act which I previously read prescribes the 
duty of the President in reference to the crime of 
piracy. A subsequent statute, passed December 
20, 1822, declares that 

** The President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 
authggized to purchase or construct a : 


equip and man the same for immediate service, for the pur- 


pose of repressing piracy, and of affording effectual protec- | 


tion to the citizens and commerce of the United States in 
the Gulf of Mexico and the seas and territories adjacent.”’ 

These several acts of Congress confer upon 
the President of the United States full power to 


use the armed vessels of the country to protect || 
the commerce of the United States in any river | 
rivers | 


where the sea ebbs and flows. Those 
where the tide ebbs and flows are no more under 


| the control of Congress than is the Mississippi 
| or Missouri river, both of which are declared, 


by repeated acts of Congress, to be national 


highways, free to all the citizens of the United | 


States. I say, then, that unless all your laws in 


| reference to piracy, clothing the President with 


authority to repress it, and protect the vessels of 


| the country, are unconstitutional and void, there 


is nothing unconstitutional in this proviso, so far 
as it attempts to confer on the President author- 
ity to protect the commerce and the vessels of 
the United States, or the citizens of the United 
States, upon the river Missouri, which is a great 
national highway. But suppose that were not 
so; let me turn upon the Senators on the other 
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icient number of 
vessets, in addition to those now employed, of such burden | 
and construction as he may deem necessary, and to fully || 


side the argument which they have so often used 
here yesterday and to-day; why did they not 
amend this proviso, and strike out this portion 
of it, if it was so very objectionable to them? 

The House of Representatives have been re- 

proached for not amending a bill which was sent 

to them from this body, repealing a portion of 

the laws of Kansas. That was the smallest fea- 

ture ofthe bill, It contained numerous other pro- 

visions. But the question has been asked, if the 

Republicans, or Black Republicans, as they have 

been called, objected to these laws, why did they 

not concur with the Senate, and repeal them when 

the Senate sent them a bill accomplishing that 

purpose; and if there were other things in it, 

why did they not strike out the objectionable 

yarts, and concur in this provision repealing the 

aws? Let me ask those Senators w hy they did 

not strike out this clause of the proviso, if it was 

so objectionable to them? 

Those Senators who charge upon the members 
of the Honse of Representatives that they desire 
to keep the Kansas laws upon the statute-book 
for political effect in the coming canvass, forget 
that the House of Representatives has sent two 
bills here. It has sent a bill to pacify Kansas by 
admitting her into the Union asa free State under 
the constitution framed at Topeka. Why did 
you not adopt that?) Why have I not the same 
right to say to you that you are keeping open the 
Kansas excitement for the purpose of affecting 
the presidential canvass. The House of Repre- 
sentatives sent to this body another bill providing 
for the settlement of the Kansas difficulties, which 
was said to be cbjectionable. Why, then, did you 
not amend ii? The only amendment which was 
made by the Senate to the bill to admit Kansas — 
into the Union as a State, was to substitute for it 
the bill which the Senate had sent down 
to the House. I say, then, itill becomes Senators 
to charge that the House is unwilling to settle 
this question when it has passed two bills for that 
purpose; and they themselves are in as great 
fault as they charge on the House. 

But, sir, | rose principally for the purpose of 
ulluding to the ground which has been assumed 
to-day by the Senator from Virginia, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, and by the 
Senator from Louisiana yesterday, that the utmost 
limit to which they could go in reference to the 

| Kansas legislation, was to declare null and void, 
or to repeal, the unconstitutional laws; and the 
Senator from Louisiana went so far as to say 
that Congress had no power to repeal a statute 
of Kansas legislation, and that it could only 
repeal laws of its ownenactment! Now, I under- 
take to prove, and I will demonstrate so clearly 
that there shall be no escape from it, that those 
very Senators have themselves, at this session, 
assumed a different position. I believe that 
both of them voted for the bill which was passed 
by the Senate ‘*to authorize the people of the 
Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and 
| State government, preparatory to the admission 
of said State into the Union,’’ originally intro- 
duced by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr.Toomss, | 
amended somewhat by the Committee on Terri- 
tories, and passed by this body and sent to the 
| other House. 1 will undertake to demonstrate 
that the majority of this body, who seek now to 
shelter themselves behind the position that they 
have no authority to repeal the ws of Kansas, 
have voted to repeal and annul laws which no 
one pretendsare unconstitutional. Theeighteenth 
| section of that bill provides: 


before 


** No law shall be made, or have force or effect in said 
Territory, which shall require a test oath, or oath to sup 
port any act of Congress or other legislative act, as a quali 
fication for any civil office or public trust.” 


Now, I should like to inquire, where the clause 
is to be found in the Constitution of the United 
States which prohibits the Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas from passing a law requiring an oath 
to support an act of Congress, or other public act 
as a preliminary to holding office. There is no 
such provision. No pretense can be found upon 
which to hang an argument to show that any 
| clause exists in the Constitution of the United 

States forbidding the Legislature of Kansas from 
| passing a law requiring a person elected to office 
| to Swear to support some particular statute, either 
|| of Congress, or of the Territorial Legislature. So 
| far from it, there was conferred upon the Terri- 
|| torial Legislature of Kansas authority to legislate 
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“ — a ale . ‘ 1} 
upon all rightful subjects, and this is a subject || 
which they had authority to legislate upon. Such || 


provisions are made in the States of the Union | 
every day. There is no objection to requiring a 
os son to swear to su port a particular act when 


States of the Union, 
charge of their duties, take an oath to lay out the 


road in accordance with the act under which they | 
are appointed, and to conform their action to it. || 


Does anybody suppose that to be unconstitu- 
tional? You laws declared in your bill, that no 
person shall be required, as a qualification for any 
office or public trust, to take an oath to —- 
any law. I say the Constitution of the Uni 
States contains no such inhibition, and there is 
a great propriety in requiring a person to swear | 
to support a law which he is called upon to | 


administer. 1 


This section goes further, and provides that no 
such oath shall be required ‘for any employ- | 
ment or profession.’’ There is an act of the | 
Kansas Legislature requiring an attorney to swear 
to support the fugitive slave law, and the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act. I deny that there is anything 
unconstitutional in those provisions. 
administered to an attorney that he shall support 
the Constitution of the United States, and faith- 
fully demean himself as an attorney according to | 
the laws of Kansas, is not an unconstitutional 
oath; it is a valid oath and a proper oath to be 
administered, if the laws of Kansas Territory 


were proper laws enacted by competent authority. | 


The section goes still further, and provides that 


no test oath shall be required ‘* to serve asa juror | 


or vote at an election;’’ and that no law shall be | 
enforeed in that Territory, ** which shall impose 
any tax upon, or condition to, the exercise of 
the right of suffrage by any qualified voter.’’ 
Now, let us see what the Kansas-Nebraska act 
declares. After prescribing the qualifications 
of voters, the twenty-third section of that act | 
wrovides ** the qualifications of voters, and of 
holding office at all subsequent elections shall be 
such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative 
Assembly.’’ Here express authority was given 
to the Legislative Assembly to prescribe the qual- 
ifications of voters in so many words, with one 
limitation, which is, that they must be citizens 


of the United States, or have declared their in- || certain. 


tention to. become such. There is expressly | 


conferred on the Legislature authority to pre- |, 


scribe the qualifications of voters. Is there any- 


thing unconstitutional in that? || 


I should like some of these Senators who say | 
that the furthest limit to which they can go is to 
vote to repeala law which is unconstitutional, | 
and that they cannot vote to repeal any law which 
is unconstitutional, to tell me ane they voted for 
this clause which declares that no law shall have | 
force in the Territory which shall require the | 
prepayment of a tax as a qualification to vote? 
Chere is nothing unconstitutional in requiring a 
man to pay a tax as a qualification to the exer- | 
cise of the right of suffrage. It was formerly re- | 
quired in many of the States, and very possibly 
may be now insome of them. Although there is 
a law of the Kansas Legislature requiring the 
payment of the tax as a qualification for voting, 
you, by a bill passed in this body, have declared 
that that act shall have no force or validity. 

Now, what becomes of the pretense which is 
here set up that Congress cannot pass any law to 
repeal an enactment of the Territorial Legislature 
unless it be unconstitutional? I have not yet 
done with this bill. I desire to allude to sathor 
clause of it, although one clause is as good as a | 
thousand; one establishes the principle. The bill 
which you have passed is full of provisions annul- 
ling and repealing the acts of the Territorial Le- 
gislature. The Territorial Legislature provided 
for an election in October next for members of | 
the Legislature, and Delegate to Congress, and | 
also for submitting to the people at that time to | 
determine by their votes whether or not they | 
would have a convention to form a constitution | 
and State government. All this was provided | 


Qn 


for by the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, || 


which enacted all the machinery necessary to | 
carry it into effect. Was there anything uncon- | 
stitutional in this? I should like to have the dis- | 


tinguished Senator from Louisiana, who is an | 
| a Chief Magistrate; and what are the issues? 


astute lawyer, and understands it well, to tell me 


| the 
nited || 











what clause of the Constitution of the United 
States prohibited the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas from providing foran election in October 
next, or which prohibited them from requiring 


| the payment of a tax as a qualification to vote? 
1 is appointed an officer to execute it. Even the |) 
commissioners to lay out our highways in the || 

aie they enter on the dis- | 


What does your bill declare? ‘To avoid all 
conflict in the execution of this act, all otherelec- 
tions in said Territory are hereby postponed until 
such time as said convention shall appoint.’? No 


| election is to be held in October as the Territorial 


Legislature had provided—that Legislature upon 


| which you had undertaken to confer the right 
| of legislation upon all rightful subjects. 


You 
seg eee that election; you annul that action of 
egislature. 

I say it is idle for you, after having supported 
such a bill as this, to say that you adhere to the 
doctrine of sovereignty in the Territory. The 
position originally was an erroneous one; but it 
was attempted to be maintained, on the passage 
of the Nebraska bill, that that act conferred the 
right of sovereignty on the people of the Terri- 
tories. It was, on examination, found to be an 
absurdity, as it has been pronounced to-day, and 
now, when we see its practical workings, the very 


|| Senators, who are still adhering to that confused 
An oath || notion of sovereignty in a Territory, are involving 


| themselves in difficulty all the time, and they 


themselves, while professing to adhere to this 
doctrine, have gone into the Territory, and abol- 


ished laws of the Legislature which they say was || 


legal, and laws, too, not in conflict with the Con- 


| stitution of the United States or any of its pro- 


visions. I rose principally for the purpose of 
showing that those who passed this bill have 
abandoned the ground, that Congress has no right 
to repeal any laws of a Territorial Legislature 


|| but those which are manifestly unconstitutional. 


Mr. PUGH addressed the Senate at some 
length. His speech will be published elsewhere— 
see the Index. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has misunder- 
stood me, as I learn from his remarks, so far as 
to impute to me disrespectful or reproachful words 
applied to some of the northern States. Mr. 
President, | have been here a long time. It is 
very seldom that 1 have used words with the in- 
tention of personal offense. When I do so I en- 
deavor to make my purpose unequivocal and 
But, sir, a disrespectful word of a State 
of this Union I never spoke in my life on this 
floor. Inever intended any disrespect or reproach 
toa State. I look upon them as the sovereigns 
whom we represent in this body. I never have 
allowed to escape my lips one word of reproach 
on them. Did I to-day? No. Did I to the 
North? DidI to Massachusetts? No. I spoke 
of parties—of a portion of her people. Evena 
State may have its moments of weakness, just as 
individuals; fervor and passion may run across 
the public councils, iad distract the ordinar 
course of her wisdom just as they do in individ- 
ual life. I did noteven speak of those with dis- 
respect, nor hold myself at liberty to apply re- 
proach. ILlook for the most glorious resurrection. 
As I said to-day, I hope to see old Massachusetts 
yet herself. I do not condemn her. I allud@a to 
the passion, the fanaticism, and the feeling of the 
moment. It will pass away everywhere; and we 
shall see her great name again ascending to the 
skies, and resuming her place in this Union to be 
what she was at the time of the formation of the 
Constitution, and long, long years afterwards— 
furnishing to this body funds of wisdom and 
en in the men she sent here. So it will 

e. 

My friend from Pennsylvania might as well 
suppose that I intended by my remarks to impute 
anything to Pennsylvania. Not at all. She may 
have within her borders the same political dis- 


| ease, but I look to her with an abiding confidence. 


I reproach her not. I look to those very States 
to see the evil which is now sleeping over them 
and endangering the whole land; and I can fancy 
old Pennsylvania seated, with her iron crown, 
upon the top of her lofty mountains, and staying 
this wave of desolation and civil warfare that 
would spread over the land. There is the place 
for her to stand, and that isthe majestic part for 
her to act. What is a portion of her people and a 
—— of our whole countrymen doing now? 

oing into a national contest for the election of 
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= 
_ How does this very term seem to dwindle down 
/and diminish the majesty of the great nationa) 
question which we are called on to decide, by call 
ing it a little issue in which we are to plead and 
_counterplead, and reply. and rejoin, and surrp 
| join, and rebut, and demur until the people have 
fost all confidence in the great motives on whic), 
| we are to act! Patriotism sinks down into th. 
| little miserable scramble of an election. I do not 
| want to see any such thing, sir. It isa great 
| national question to be decided, and how are yoy, 
_going into this contest—how? ‘ Slavery”? ang 
‘* anti-slavery’’ are the watchwords that lead on 
| the American people —‘* nigger-worshipers ” 
as one side are called, and a term of reproach is 
applied to the other side. These are the sounds 
of the mighty contest. Does not every Amerj- 
| can heart sink—every sentiment of pride that be- 
longs to us almost perish away when a great 
national contest is to be conducted under such 
auspices and with such arguments? What js 
| there in them that is American? What is there 
| 
| 
' 
| 





that swells the heart? What is there of patriot- 
|ism inthem all? We seem like a set of. mere 
factionists, striving and scrambling for office and 
-emolument. That is the condition and these the 
| sort of issues that are now attempted to be made 
| up. 
Sir, it is time that we laid aside these feelings, [; 
| is time that our fellow-citizens North should take 
/a more conciliatory view of this subject. If this 
/must be a question among us, it ought to be put 
low down; all the better feelings ou ht to be em- 
Je kag We have fallen, and are falling rapidly 
under these issues, into mere sectionalism, and 
into those dangers to which I have alluded. That 
| seems to be the tendency of things. It is from 
that I implore the same Providence which has so 
long and so often protected this country, to in- 
terpose her soothing and benefiicent influences 
| here. I look to the North, and I look to the 
South; [ look to them all as my countrymen. 
Those who have been led astray, or shall be 
tempted to be led astray, I hope will consider and 
think for themselves. Is this all that, as Ameri- 
can citizens, is left to us, to think of the question 
of slavery and anti-slavery with all the oppro- 
| brious terms used on the one side and the Ghar? 
Is it not time, gentlemen, that instead of seeking 
to get up these issues we should seek to put them 
down? The assault unquestionably in this case, 
or the men who lead it on, comes from the North. 
Have I nota right to invoke them? Cannot I 
speak plainly to them, as a fellow-citizen with 
out having disrespect or reproach imputed to me 
as intended by me to be castupon them? I hopé 
Imay. Who, in all that we have heard here— 
who of their representatives in the midst of this 
threatening strife, has been heard to say to his 
| brethren of the North, ‘* Be reconciled to your 
bretlfren ?”?’ What language of that sort has been 
held by those who have addressed us on this 
— We have heard nothing of the kind. 
ir, I have gone beyond my purpose, which 
was simply to say to the honorable Senator from 
New York, that, if he understood me as casting, 
or intending to cast, any sort of reproach on any 
State of this Union, he misunderstood me. I did 
not intend any such thing. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
feel that, under the circumstances, I ought not to 
trespass on the Senate at this time in extended 
remarks, but the occasion is so great and so exi- 
gent, that I will move that the Senate adjourn; 
and I shall ask leave to-morrow to submit a few 
remarks. I say now, that I entertain the opin- 
ions I first expressed on the question at the meet- 
ing of the present Congress. I willsit here until 
December, or the 4th of March if need be, until 
we settle this question. 
| Mr. WELLER. [hope the motion to adjourn 
will be withdrawn. It 1s necessary to have an 
executive session. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have no objection 
to yielding to an executive session. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bill and resolution: 





| An act to supply an omission in the enrollment 
| 


| of a certain act; and 

A joint resolution authorizing the purchase and 
restoration to the British Government of the ship 
| Resolute, late of the British Navy. 
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